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Medical Conditions that Qualify You for Disability Claims

The Social Security Administration (SSA) maintains a Listing of Medical Impairments (known as the blue book) that would

automatically qualify you for Social Security Disability Insurance (SSDI) or Supplemental Security Income (SSI), provided

cer tain conditions are met. If your medical condition, or its equivalent, is on SSA’s listing of Impairments, then you are

generally considered disabled and therefore eligible to receive SSA disability benefits. If your medical condition is not on

the list, you may be eligible under other SSA guidelines.

Medically Approved List of Impairments

The SSA’s List of Impairments is generally broken down by bodily system or function.

Some of the medical conditions that would qualify you for social security disability include:

• Musculoskeletal problems, such as back conditions and other dysfunctions of the joints and bones

• Senses and Speech issues, such as vision and hearing loss

• Respirator y Illnesses, such as asthma and cystic fibrosis

• Cardiovascular Conditions, such as chronic heart failure or coronary arter y disease

• Digestive Tract problems, such as liver disease and inflammatory bow el disease (IBD)

• Neurological Disorders, such as multiple sclerosis, cerebral palsy, Par kinson’s disease, and epilepsy

• Blood disorders, such as sickle cell disease or hemophilia

• Mental disorders, such as depression, anxiety, schizophrenia, autism, or retardation

• Immune system disorders, such as HIV/AIDS, lupus, and rheumatoid arthr itis and kidney disease

Note that there are different list depending on whether an adult or child. For a complete listing of impairments, including

detailed evaluation methods, visit www.ssa.gov .

What If Your Medical Condition Is Not on the List?

Not all medical conditions that qualify for SSA disability benefits will be on the List of Impairments. There are still impair-

ments that may qualify you for SSA disability benefits, par ticularly those medical conditions that are severe enough to

affect your ability to wor k, such as chronic migraine headaches or other physical or mental bodily ailments.

Get Help with a Social Security Disability Issue

If you’re wonder ing whether your specific medical condition qualifies you for social security disability benefits, or need help

understanding how to file for social security disability, you may wish to contact a social security disability lawyer in your

area who can help resolve any questions you may have.

http://www.ssa.gov
http://lawyers.findlaw.com/lawyer/practice/Social-Security-Disability
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