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Pros and Cons: Business Name Choices

NAME: Stacey’s Sewing Supplies

• PROS

• Descr ibes the business so that customers are immediately infor med of the business’s pur pose.

• CONS

• Gives the business a personal touch by associating it with the name of the owner.

• Limits the potential for future expansion into sewing services, craft supplies, etc.

• Personally identifies the business with the owner, which could prove troublesome if the business fails.

• May not get as much protection under trademar k laws.

NAME: Schlz enski’s Sausage

• PROS

• Descr ibes the business so that customers are immediately infor med of the business’s pur pose.

• Gives the business a personal touch by associating it with the name of the owner.

• CONS

• Limits the potential for future expansion into other food products and services.

• Personally identifies the business with the owner, which could prove troublesome if the business fails.

• Hard to spell, pronounce, and remember.

• May not get as much protection under trademar k laws.

NAME: ABC Home Repairs

• PROS

• Descr ibes the business so that customers are immediately infor med of the business’s pur pose.

• Gets an early listing in alphabetized directories.

• CONS

• Limits the potential for future expansion into home additions, decks, commercial wor k, etc.

• Lacks a unique identity.

• Could be confused with other similarly named businesses.

• Name may not be available because already taken.

• Other businesses with similar names could sue for infringement.

NAME: The Coffee Shop

• PROS

• Descr ibes the business so that customers are immediately infor med of the business’s pur pose.

• CONS

• Lacks a unique identity.

• Could be confused with other similarly named businesses.



• Name may not be available because already taken.

• Other businesses with similar names could sue for infringement.

• Would not receive as much protection under trademar k laws.

NAME: The Beth Olson Co.

• PROS

• Gives the business a personal association with the owner.

• Allows for future expansion into other products or services.

• Usually doesn’t require registration.

• Unlikely to be confused with other businesses.

• CONS

• Personally identifies the business with the owner, which could prove troublesome if the business fails.

• Doesn’t tell potential customers what type of business it is.

• Company’s initials could prove to be embarrassing.

• Would not receive as much protection under trademar k laws.

NAME: Y2K-9 Sitters

• PROS

• Descr ibes the business so that customers are immediately infor med of the business’s pur pose.

• CONS

• Trendy names can quickly lose their impact and seem outmoded and untimely.

NAME: Mildred’s Milwaukee Millinery

• PROS

• Descr ibes the business so that customers are immediately infor med of the business’s pur pose.

• Gives the business a personal touch by associating it with the name of the owner.

• Immediately infor ms potential customers of the business’s location.

• CONS

• Limits the potential for future expansion into other clothing and accessories.

• Personally identifies the business with the owner, which could prove troublesome if the business fails.

• Could affect the potential for expansion into other geographic areas.

• "Cute" names don’t always wor k.

• Alliteration in the name can make it a tongue-twister.

• May not receive as much protection under trademar k laws.

NAME: United Postal Shippers

• PROS

• Descr ibes the business so that customers are immediately infor med of the business’s pur pose.

• CONS

• Could create impression that the business is government-related.

• Likely to be confused with major competitor, which could be bad for business and could likely lead to lawsuit.

NAME: Old MacDonald’s Restaurant

• PROS

• Descr ibes the business so that customers are immediately infor med of the business’s pur pose.

• CONS

• Likely to be confused with major competitor, which could be bad for business and could likely lead to lawsuit.

NAME: Kwik-Pix Photos

• PROS

• Descr ibes the business so that customers are immediately infor med of the business’s pur pose.

• Creative name is likely to get greater trademar k protection.



• CONS

• Could be same as or confusingly similar to other business names.

NAME: Materni-Tees

• PROS

• Descr ibes the business so that customers are immediately infor med of the business’s pur pose.

• Creative name is likely to get greater trademar k protection.

• CONS

• Limits the potential for future expansion into other clothing and accessories.

NAME: Tasty Foods

• PROS

• Descr ibes the business so that customers are immediately infor med of the business’s pur pose.

• CONS

• Ordinar y, descr iptive names may receive less protection under trademar k laws.



Find a Consumer Protection 

Attorney Near You

Learn More: Tips to Help Protect Your Identity, Protect 

Yourself from Online Auction Fraud, Stolen Identity: 

What to Do

The FindLaw Guide to Online Fraud and Identity Theft

Follow us on

A Thomson Reuters Business

FINDLAW.COM EMPOWERS 

PEOPLE WITH TRUSTED,  

TIMELY AND INTELLIGENT  

LEGAL INFORMATION

BLOGS – FindLaw Blogs present timely news that has 

real-life implications, deliver important information 

and discuss law-related entertainment. 

FINDLAW ANSWERS – A vibrant, interactive online 

community where everyday people can ask legal 

questions and get real-time answers from legal  

professionals and others with similar experiences.

NEWS & NEWSLETTERS – Updated throughout the 

day and night and covering a wide range of legal 

topics, FindLaw.com’s News page presents current 

legal news, keeping people informed and educated.

FIND A LAWYER – An easy-to-search database 

of more than one million lawyers and law firms. It 

provides detailed information, enabling people to 

contact a qualified lawyer when they are ready.

DO-IT-YOURSELF FORMS & CONTRACTS – FindLaw.

com provides accurate legal documents for common 

legal matters. Choose from a library of easy-to-use, 

low-cost, accurate legal forms for everyday legal issues.

FINDLAW VIDEO – On FindLaw.com, you’ll find an 

online directory of more than 1,500 short videos 

dedicated exclusively to legal topics and attorney and  

law firm profiles.   

Connect With Us
FindLaw.com has an entire social media team 

dedicated to providing our users with as many 

options as possible to join, participate in, and learn 

from the FindLaw community. Some of the  social 

key channels are the following:

 

•	 FindLaw for Consumers on Facebook 

Making the law easy to access with interactive 

legal updates aimed at starting conversations, 

informing followers of their legal rights and 

providing a forum for questions and resources 

 

•	 @FindLawConsumer on Twitter 

Tweeting interesting, entertaining and  

informative legal news everyday 

Copyright © 2013 FindLaw, a Thomson Reuters business. All rights reserved. The information 

contained in this article is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.  

The use and distribution of this article is subject to the Creative Commons BY-NC-ND license, which 

can be viewed at  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. You must attribute the article by 

providing the title of the article, FindLaw copyright notice and link to the original work. You may not 

use the article for commercial purposes and you may not alter or transform this article in any way.

HAVE A LEGAL QUESTION?

NEED TO FIND AN AFFORDABLE, 

QUALIFIED ATTORNEY?

Protect yourself, your family or  

your business with a legal plan 

or form from LegalStreet

http://consumer.findlaw.com/online-scams/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalblogs.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://answers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalnews.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://lawyers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://forms.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://video.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalstreet.com?DCMP=LS-LPD-001

