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Visual Art Works

Follow these steps to register your pictorial, graphic, sculptural, or architectural wor k with the U.S. Copyr ight Office:

Step 1

Make sure your wor k is a visual arts wor k. Visual arts are pictorial, graphic, or sculptural wor ks, including 2-dimensional
and 3-dimensional wor ks of fine, graphic, and applied art. Examples of visual arts include adver tisements, artwork applied
to "useful articles" (discussed in the next paragraph), cartoons, dolls, toys, collages, paintings, games, puzzles, models,
needlework, photographs, sculpture, stencils, and technical drawings.

A "useful article" is an object having an intrinsic utilitarian function that is not merely to portray the appearance of the arti-
cle or to conve y infor mation. Examples are clothing, furniture, machiner y, dinnerware, and lighting fixtures. An article that
is normally part of a useful article may itself be a useful article, for example, an ornamental wheel cover on a vehicle.
"Useful articles" may have both copyr ightable and noncopyr ightable features.

Some architectural wor ks also qualify as visual arts wor ks. For example, an original design of a building embodied in any
tangible medium of expression -- including a building, architectural plans, or drawings -- is subject to copyr ight protection
as an architectural wor k. The wor k includes the overall for m as well as the arrangement and composition of spaces and
elements in the design but does not include individual standard features or design elements that are functionally
required.Step 2

Put into one envelope or package:

1. A completed application Form VA

2. A $30 payment to "Register of Copyr ights."

3. Nonreturnable copy(ies) of the material to be registered. Generally, submit one complete copy of the wor k if unpub-
lished, two complete copies of the best edition if the wor k was first published in the United States, or, for certain types of
works, identifying material instead of actual copies.Read details on deposit requirements.

Step 3

Send the package to:

Librar y of Congress
Copyr ight Office
101 Independence Avenue, S.E.
Washington, D.C. 20559-6000

Your registration becomes effective on the day that the Copyr ight Office receives your application, payment, and copy(ies)
in acceptable for m. If your submission is in order, you will receive a cer tificate of registration in 4 to 5 months.

For more details from the U.S. Copyr ight Office, please see Circular 40, Copyr ight Registration for Wor ks of the Visual
Ar ts; Circular 40a, Deposit Requirements in Visual Arts Material; Circular 41, Copyr ight Claims in Architectural Wor ks;
Circular 44, Car toons and Comic Strips and other infor mational circulars .

http://www.copyright.gov/forms/formvai.pdf
http://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ40.pdf
http://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ40.pdf
http://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ40a.pdf
http://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ41.pdf
http://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ44.pdf
http://www.copyright.gov/circs/index.html
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BLOGS – FindLaw Blogs present timely news that has 

real-life implications, deliver important information 

and discuss law-related entertainment. 

FINDLAW ANSWERS – A vibrant, interactive online 

community where everyday people can ask legal 

questions and get real-time answers from legal  

professionals and others with similar experiences.

NEWS & NEWSLETTERS – Updated throughout the 

day and night and covering a wide range of legal 

topics, FindLaw.com’s News page presents current 

legal news, keeping people informed and educated.

FIND A LAWYER – An easy-to-search database 

of more than one million lawyers and law firms. It 

provides detailed information, enabling people to 

contact a qualified lawyer when they are ready.

DO-IT-YOURSELF FORMS & CONTRACTS – FindLaw.

com provides accurate legal documents for common 

legal matters. Choose from a library of easy-to-use, 

low-cost, accurate legal forms for everyday legal issues.

FINDLAW VIDEO – On FindLaw.com, you’ll find an 

online directory of more than 1,500 short videos 

dedicated exclusively to legal topics and attorney and  

law firm profiles.   

Connect With Us
FindLaw.com has an entire social media team 

dedicated to providing our users with as many 

options as possible to join, participate in, and learn 

from the FindLaw community. Some of the  social 

key channels are the following:

 

•	 FindLaw for Consumers on Facebook 

Making the law easy to access with interactive 

legal updates aimed at starting conversations, 

informing followers of their legal rights and 

providing a forum for questions and resources 

 

•	 @FindLawConsumer on Twitter 

Tweeting interesting, entertaining and  

informative legal news everyday 
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