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FA Qs: Copyright Registration & Copyright Enforcement

What works are eligible for copyright protection?

Title 17 of the U.S. Code protects original, creative wor ks that are fixed in a tangible for m. The medium of expression can
include paper, canvas, or audio or video tape. Copyr ight protects original for ms of expression, including wor ks in literature,
film, art, music, sculpture, choreography, architecture, and software programs. A copyr ight holder has the right to distrib-
ute, reproduce, display, make der ivatives, or perfor m the wor k in public. A copyr ight owner may seek enforcement of this
right if violated by an infr inger.

Who is the owner of a copyright?

The owner of a copyr ight is the individual or the individuals that created the wor k. However, the following circumstances
change ownership:

• The copyright was sold. The creator of the wor k sells the copyr ight to another person or a company.

• The work was "made for hire." An employer owns the copyr ight when an employee creates the wor k dur ing the
course of employment.

• An independent contractor was hired to create the work. If the parties agree to the arrangement in writing, the
copyr ight belongs to the person or company that hired the contractor.

How long does copyright protection last?

Copyr ight protection begins the moment the creation of an original wor k occurs in a tangible for m. For wor ks published
after 1977, protection applies for the following term:

• For 70 years after the death of the author

• For 70 years after the death of the last surviving author of a joint wor k

• For 95 years from the date of publication or 120 years from creation if the wor k was made for hire by an employee or
an independent contractor

Do I need to register my work with the U.S. Copyright Office?

Although it is unnecessary to register a wor k with the U.S. Copyr ight Office for protection to apply, a timely registration
enhances an owner’s legal remedies. Under the Copyr ight Act, an owner of a published wor k can collect up to $150,000 in
statutor y damages and may be entitled to attorney fees for the enforcement action if the registration of the published wor k
occurred within three months after the first publication date or before the infringement occurs. An owner of an unpublished
work is entitled to the same remedies if the registration of the wor k occurs before the infringement.

How do I register a copyrightable work?

An applicant can register a basic copyr ight claim with the U.S. Copyr ight Office through the mail or online. Basic claims
include literar y works, visual arts wor ks, perfor ming ar ts works, sound recordings, and single serials.

An applicant can register a copyr ight through the mail by submitting fill-in For m CO. The applicant must complete the for m
on a computer and print it out. The Copyr ight Office uses the 2-D barcode to transfer the infor mation contained in the
application. This allows the office to process claims quicker than the older paper for ms. The registration fee is $50.

A registrant can also use a paper for m. Paper for ms include For m TX (literar y works), For m VA (visual art wor ks), Form
SR (sound recordings), and For m PA (perfor ming ar ts works). The registration fee is $65.



It is faster to register basic claims through the electronic Copyr ight Office (eCO). Owners can apply online if a claim is for
a single wor k, for unpublished multiple wor ks by the same author and owned by the same claimant, and for multiple pub-
lished wor ks that have been published together first in the same publication on the same date and are owned by the same
claimant. The registration fee is $35.

Is a copyright notice required for protection and enforcement?

Works published prior to March 1, 1989 were required to contain a valid copyr ight notice to receive protection. Under cur-
rent copyr ight law this is unnecessary, but notice does increase the likelihood of a claimant winning a copyr ight infr inge-
ment lawsuit and makes it easier for others to ascertain the owner. A valid copyr ight notice should include the word "copy-
right," the symbol ©, the date of publication, and the author or owner of the wor k.

Someone has infringed on my copyright. How do I enforce my legal rights?

The owner of a copyr ight can file a copyr ight enforcement lawsuit against the infringer in federal court. If successful, the
owner may be entitled to a restraining order or injunction to stop the infringement, monetary damages, and attorney fees.

A copyr ight infr inger can create a legal defense by claiming the following:

• The doctrine of fair use applies

• The statute of limitations prevents the lawsuit

• The infringer obtained a license from the owner

• The infringer was unaware of the copyr ight status of the wor k (innocent infringer)

• The infringer did not rely on the copyr ighted work

What international laws protect copyright?

Copyr ight protection for original, creative wor ks enjoy wor ldwide protection through international treaties. The Berne Con-
vention applies to nationals of member countries. The treaty affords automatic protection to authors for their life plus 50
years. GATT (General Agreement on Tar iffs and Trade) also provides copyr ight protection to the authors of member coun-
tr ies.
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