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FindLaw.com is the leading and largest online resource for legal information. For basic legal issues 

to more complex ones, you’ll find thousands of helpful articles, a legal community to get answers to 

your specific questions, an attorney directory, blogs, news, DIY forms, and much more.

Is it OK to copy material from a website?

The short answer to this question is "no," unless the author’s per mission has been received. Copying material from a web-

site and posting in on another website or publishing it in a newsletter, for example, may violate the copyr ight of the person

who developed the website. The infor mation need not have a copyr ight notice or symbol associated with it to be copy-

righted, because copyr ight protection arises as soon as an author creates a wor k of original expression and fixes it in a

tangible medium. The contents of a website are no different than the contents of a book or magazine in terms of copyr ight

protection; the fact that website publishing is vastly easier than other types of publishing makes no difference.

Copyr ight law allows "fair use" of small parts of copyr ighted works without the permission of the author. If the reproduction

is for the purpose of criticism, news reporting, teaching, or research it is more likely to be fair use than if it is copied for

commercial purposes. It is difficult to make this determination in advance, how ever. An example of fair use would be a

book reviewer quoting a few lines from a book in an online book review.

A federal law passed in 1998, the Digital Millennium Copyr ight Act, makes it clear that materials published on the Internet

are protected by U.S. copyr ight laws. The law makes some exceptions that are specific to Internet law. Inter net ser vice

providers (such as AOL) can escape liability for infringing the copyr ight of materials that merely pass through their com-

puters, for example in E-mail messages. If an Inter net ser vice provider removes infr inging mater ial promptly upon request,

it also can escape liability.
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BLOGS – FindLaw Blogs present timely news that has 

real-life implications, deliver important information 

and discuss law-related entertainment. 

FINDLAW ANSWERS – A vibrant, interactive online 

community where everyday people can ask legal 

questions and get real-time answers from legal  

professionals and others with similar experiences.

NEWS & NEWSLETTERS – Updated throughout the 

day and night and covering a wide range of legal 

topics, FindLaw.com’s News page presents current 

legal news, keeping people informed and educated.

FIND A LAWYER – An easy-to-search database 

of more than one million lawyers and law firms. It 

provides detailed information, enabling people to 

contact a qualified lawyer when they are ready.

DO-IT-YOURSELF FORMS & CONTRACTS – FindLaw.

com provides accurate legal documents for common 

legal matters. Choose from a library of easy-to-use, 

low-cost, accurate legal forms for everyday legal issues.

FINDLAW VIDEO – On FindLaw.com, you’ll find an 

online directory of more than 1,500 short videos 

dedicated exclusively to legal topics and attorney and  

law firm profiles.   

Connect With Us
FindLaw.com has an entire social media team 

dedicated to providing our users with as many 

options as possible to join, participate in, and learn 

from the FindLaw community. Some of the  social 

key channels are the following:

 

•	 FindLaw for Consumers on Facebook 

Making the law easy to access with interactive 

legal updates aimed at starting conversations, 

informing followers of their legal rights and 

providing a forum for questions and resources 

 

•	 @FindLawConsumer on Twitter 

Tweeting interesting, entertaining and  

informative legal news everyday 
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