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Strip Club Laws and the Regulation of Sexually Oriented Business

If you are planning to open a sexually oriented business (SOB), such as a strip club or an adult video store, you should be
aw are of zoning laws, alcohol restrictions, and other regulations unique to SOBs. For instance, local strip club laws typi-
cally prohibit such businesses from locating near schools or churches, while some ban complete nudity or the sale of alco-
hol. Since they var y so much from one city or county to the next, make sure you research local adult entertainment laws
before starting that type of business.

The following is a summary of the var ious types of strip club laws, and regulations affecting sexually explicit theaters,
por nographic video stores, and other adult-oriented businesses.

Zoning Laws

Zoning laws regulate where a given type of business may or may not locate (and also pertain to residential, industrial and
other interests). The U.S. Supreme Court has ruled that local ordinances may regulate the time, place and manner in
which such businesses are operated without violating the First Amendment ( Renton v. Playtime Theatres ).

Zoning laws specific to SOBs are valid as long as they are intended to minimize the negative effects of these businesses
(such as lowered property values or drug use) and are not motivated by the adult content itself, which would be a violation
of the First Amendment. But within these parameters, zoning laws for SOBs differ tremendously and often reflect the pre-
vailing cultural sentiments of the community.

New Yor k City’s zoning law, for example, allows businesses to operate anywhere in the city if less than 40 percent of their
space or inventor y is devoted to sexually explicit activities. In contrast, a Columbia, South Carolina law classified a busi-
ness as "sexually oriented" if it sold or rented just one movie deemed sexually explicit (the law was loosened in 2000,
since mainstream retailers selling R-rated movies were affected).

Other zoning laws target the adver tising of SOBs, including a Missouri law banning sexually oriented billboards on state
highways.

Alcohol

Local ordinances often regulate whether alcohol may be ser ved at a strip club in accordance to how much nudity is
allowed. Clubs that allow full nudity sometimes are prohibited from selling alcohol, while clubs requiring dancers to cover
their genitals often may ser ve alcohol (and usually are restricted to those 21 and older).

Topless clubs in Las Vegas may ser ve alcohol, for example, but fully nude clubs may not. A 2007 Shelby County, Ten-
nessee ordinance that was challenged in court but upheld in 2011 bans the sale of alcohol at all strip clubs, which also are
barred from displaying full nudity.

Other SOB Regulations

In keeping with the Renton case mentioned above , local laws may regulate the "time, place and manner" in which SOBs
are operated. Place is regulated by zoning laws and time is regulated by some municipal laws requiring adult-oriented the-
aters and strip clubs to close at 12:00 a.m., for example.

Below are some of the more common types of adult entertainment and strip club laws affecting the "manner" in which sex-
ually-or iented establishments may operate (in addition to alcohol, which is discussed above):

• Ag e Requirements - Most ordinances require patrons and employees to be 18 and older; 21 if alcohol is served

• Nudity Rules - Some localities allow full nudity, others require nipples and genitals to be covered, and some allow
full nudity only if alcohol is not served

http://smallbusiness.findlaw.com/business-operations/commercial-zoning.html
http://caselaw.lp.findlaw.com/scripts/getcase.pl?court=us&vol=475&invol=41


• Contact with Patrons - Some clubs allow "lap dancing," or some for m of limited contact, while others have str ict
distance requirements between patrons and dancers

• Licensing - Exotic dancers in Detroit, Mich., for example, must pay an annual fee to be licensed and also must pass
a background check

• Taxation - Texas, for example, requires the collection of a $5 entrance fee, which is paid to a foundation for victims
of rape



Find a Consumer Protection 

Attorney Near You

Learn More: Tips to Help Protect Your Identity, Protect 

Yourself from Online Auction Fraud, Stolen Identity: 

What to Do

The FindLaw Guide to Online Fraud and Identity Theft

Follow us on

A Thomson Reuters Business

FINDLAW.COM EMPOWERS 

PEOPLE WITH TRUSTED,  

TIMELY AND INTELLIGENT  

LEGAL INFORMATION

BLOGS – FindLaw Blogs present timely news that has 

real-life implications, deliver important information 

and discuss law-related entertainment. 

FINDLAW ANSWERS – A vibrant, interactive online 

community where everyday people can ask legal 

questions and get real-time answers from legal  

professionals and others with similar experiences.

NEWS & NEWSLETTERS – Updated throughout the 

day and night and covering a wide range of legal 

topics, FindLaw.com’s News page presents current 

legal news, keeping people informed and educated.

FIND A LAWYER – An easy-to-search database 

of more than one million lawyers and law firms. It 

provides detailed information, enabling people to 

contact a qualified lawyer when they are ready.

DO-IT-YOURSELF FORMS & CONTRACTS – FindLaw.

com provides accurate legal documents for common 

legal matters. Choose from a library of easy-to-use, 

low-cost, accurate legal forms for everyday legal issues.

FINDLAW VIDEO – On FindLaw.com, you’ll find an 

online directory of more than 1,500 short videos 

dedicated exclusively to legal topics and attorney and  

law firm profiles.   

Connect With Us
FindLaw.com has an entire social media team 

dedicated to providing our users with as many 

options as possible to join, participate in, and learn 

from the FindLaw community. Some of the  social 

key channels are the following:

 

•	 FindLaw for Consumers on Facebook 

Making the law easy to access with interactive 

legal updates aimed at starting conversations, 

informing followers of their legal rights and 

providing a forum for questions and resources 

 

•	 @FindLawConsumer on Twitter 

Tweeting interesting, entertaining and  

informative legal news everyday 

Copyright © 2013 FindLaw, a Thomson Reuters business. All rights reserved. The information 

contained in this article is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.  

The use and distribution of this article is subject to the Creative Commons BY-NC-ND license, which 

can be viewed at  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. You must attribute the article by 

providing the title of the article, FindLaw copyright notice and link to the original work. You may not 

use the article for commercial purposes and you may not alter or transform this article in any way.

HAVE A LEGAL QUESTION?

NEED TO FIND AN AFFORDABLE, 

QUALIFIED ATTORNEY?

Protect yourself, your family or  

your business with a legal plan 

or form from LegalStreet

http://consumer.findlaw.com/online-scams/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalblogs.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://answers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalnews.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://lawyers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://forms.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://video.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalstreet.com?DCMP=LS-LPD-001

