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Selling Your Home -- Do You Need a Real Estate Agent?

A major consideration for home sellers is whether they can sell their home on their own or whether they need a real estate

agent to oversee the sale.

There are pros and cons for either option. Benefits of selling your home by yourself include, for example, being able to

recoup more of the sale from your home because you will not have any commissions to pay. The drawback is that selling a

home on your own makes you responsible for knowing and following all of the steps and requirements involved in selling a

proper ty.

This article outlines the basics of what a seller needs to do to prepare a home for sale. Review the topics below to help

you decide whether or not you need a real estate agent.

Do I need a real estate agent by law?

Although many people think that they need a real estate agent in order to sell their home, there is actually no requirement

or law that mandates that you hire on to help you sell your home. How ever, there are some states that require you to have

a real estate agent in order to handle the paperwor k that is associated with the closing of the home sale. If you do not

know the laws that apply in your state, you should check with your state department to see if you need the help of a real

estate agent to close your home sale.

Selling your home by yourself

If you decide to sell your home by yourself, you will be engaging in a process known as "For Sale By Owner." This can be

a great way for you to get the full sale price of your home without having to pay commission fees, but along the way you

will probably develop a better understanding of why real estate agents charge the commissions they do. You should be

prepared for putting in more time, energy and effor t that you think you reasonably should.

However, before you put up your For Sale By Owner sign, consider checking out the market in your area. If it is a buyer’s

mar ket, you will probably have a hard time unloading your home by yourself. This is because you will be up against real

estate agents whose sole job is to sell homes, whereas you will have to balance your life and wor k against putting in time

to sell your home. The best time to sell your home by yourself is when there is a seller’s mar ket.

Legal considerations for selling your own home

In order to properly sell your home by yourself, you will need to learn about the laws of your state that govern real estate

transfers. These laws will indicate what kinds of paperwor k you will need to prepare as well as who will need to sign what.

In addition, you will need to find out what to do if you find that there are any encumbrances that are on your home and

how to handle them. Lastly, some states have mandator y disclosure laws that you will need to follow where you will need

to disclose certain physical character istics of your home.

Listing your home

If you are serious about listing your home by yourself, consider posting your listing online. There are a number of websites

around that are dedicated to helping you sell your home on your own.

One of the best things that you can do to get your home sale off the ground is to get your home listed on the Multiple List-

ing Service (MLS). This is a nationwide service that lists homes for sale that are searchable by area, even neighborhood.

There are a number of ways that you can get your home listed on the MLS, such as:

• Hir ing a real estate agent to list your home



• Listing your home for free by using websites like http://www.iggyshouse.com

• Using certain low-fee services provided by websites devoted to For Sale By Owner

Using a real estate agent

Although you may not need a real estate agent, there may be times when you can use a real estate agent to help you.

Many real estate agents are willing to help those who are planning on listing their home as For Sale By Owner with many

tasks including:

• Helping you determine the home market

• Deter mining an appropriate asking price

• Listing your home on MLS, or

• Assisting in some of the more complex paperwor k and transactions.

If you can find a real estate agent that is willing to help you with some of the smaller tasks associated with your home

sale, you may be able to wor k out a compensation plan for the agent that is more to your liking. For example, you could

negotiate a smaller commission, or even agree to pay the agent an hourly fee for each hour that he or she wor ks on your

home.

There are other options besides hiring a real estate agent as well. Websites like http://www.helpusell.com offer services

for set fee amounts that can help you sell your home.

When you need a real estate agent

If you come to the conclusion that listing your home as For Sale By Owner is not your cup of tea, you can always go

ahead and hire a real estate agent to sell your home for you. Although he or she will probably take a larger cut that you

may like, it may save you time and effor t in the long run. Agents are exper ts in listing your home in the right places and

setting up your home to be shown to prospective buyers. How ever, if you are in no rush to sell your home, you can always

take a shot at selling by yourself first before you hire a real estate agent.

http://www.iggyshouse.com/
http://www.helpusell.com/


Find a Consumer Protection 

Attorney Near You

Learn More: Tips to Help Protect Your Identity, Protect 

Yourself from Online Auction Fraud, Stolen Identity: 

What to Do

The FindLaw Guide to Online Fraud and Identity Theft

Follow us on

A Thomson Reuters Business

FINDLAW.COM EMPOWERS 

PEOPLE WITH TRUSTED,  

TIMELY AND INTELLIGENT  

LEGAL INFORMATION

BLOGS – FindLaw Blogs present timely news that has 

real-life implications, deliver important information 

and discuss law-related entertainment. 

FINDLAW ANSWERS – A vibrant, interactive online 

community where everyday people can ask legal 

questions and get real-time answers from legal  

professionals and others with similar experiences.

NEWS & NEWSLETTERS – Updated throughout the 

day and night and covering a wide range of legal 

topics, FindLaw.com’s News page presents current 

legal news, keeping people informed and educated.

FIND A LAWYER – An easy-to-search database 

of more than one million lawyers and law firms. It 

provides detailed information, enabling people to 

contact a qualified lawyer when they are ready.

DO-IT-YOURSELF FORMS & CONTRACTS – FindLaw.

com provides accurate legal documents for common 

legal matters. Choose from a library of easy-to-use, 

low-cost, accurate legal forms for everyday legal issues.

FINDLAW VIDEO – On FindLaw.com, you’ll find an 

online directory of more than 1,500 short videos 

dedicated exclusively to legal topics and attorney and  

law firm profiles.   

Connect With Us
FindLaw.com has an entire social media team 

dedicated to providing our users with as many 

options as possible to join, participate in, and learn 

from the FindLaw community. Some of the  social 

key channels are the following:

 

•	 FindLaw for Consumers on Facebook 

Making the law easy to access with interactive 

legal updates aimed at starting conversations, 

informing followers of their legal rights and 

providing a forum for questions and resources 

 

•	 @FindLawConsumer on Twitter 

Tweeting interesting, entertaining and  

informative legal news everyday 

Copyright © 2013 FindLaw, a Thomson Reuters business. All rights reserved. The information 

contained in this article is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.  

The use and distribution of this article is subject to the Creative Commons BY-NC-ND license, which 

can be viewed at  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. You must attribute the article by 

providing the title of the article, FindLaw copyright notice and link to the original work. You may not 

use the article for commercial purposes and you may not alter or transform this article in any way.

HAVE A LEGAL QUESTION?

NEED TO FIND AN AFFORDABLE, 

QUALIFIED ATTORNEY?

Protect yourself, your family or  

your business with a legal plan 

or form from LegalStreet

http://consumer.findlaw.com/online-scams/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalblogs.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://answers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalnews.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://lawyers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://forms.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://video.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalstreet.com?DCMP=LS-LPD-001

