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Timeshare Exchang e Programs and Sales Incentives

What are Timeshare Exchang e Programs?

Timeshare exchange programs allow trades with other resort units in different locations for an additional fee. How ever,

these trades usually cannot be guaranteed. There also may be some limits on exchange opportunities. Most developers

are affiliated with large exchange companies.

Timeshare Exchang e Companies

Tw o major companies are Resort Condominiums International (RCI) and Interval Inter national (II). When a developer affili-

ates with the exchange company, the exchange company allows all of the buyers who purchase at that development to be

able to join the exchange company. The developer pays an initial fee to the exchange company, and thereafter the individ-

ual timeshare owners are usually assessed an annual fee. The exchange company provides owners with a directory of

hundreds of resorts. The exchange company is a huge computerized reservation system that is also licensed as a travel

agency. An individual can deposit the week that they own and trade it for a week at another resort anywhere in the wor ld,

provided that one is available. There is usually a fee for the exchange, and there are also size rules, which allow trades

equal or down. In most exchanges, a two bedroom can exchange for a two bedroom, but a three bedroom would likely

require additional charges. Both of the major exchange companies rate their resorts. Usually, one needs to be giving up a

week at a top resort to get a week at another top resort. In RCI the top rated resorts are called Gold Crown. In II top

resor ts are known as Five Star. There are a number of smaller exchange companies that are available to timeshare own-

ers. These smaller companies are often regionally based.

Timeshare Sales Incentives

Timeshare resorts sometimes offer free lodging to potential buyers in exchange for their attendance at a presentation

about properties the developer has for sale. A free Vacation Certificate may be offered by telephone, mail, or from the

Inter net. Offers var y, but they are often for a three day, two night stay at the resort itself or a nearby hotel. Nearly all offers

are subject to certain conditions, including age and income requirements. Both spouses must usually attend a sales pre-

sentation and upon arrival participants are often asked to provide proof of identity. Advance deposits, which may not be

refundable, are often required to guarantee the time. Any charge termed a processing fee is probably nonrefundable. If

deposit funds are actually called a deposit, refunds may be given at the location or at the end of the stay.



Find a Consumer Protection 

Attorney Near You

Learn More: Tips to Help Protect Your Identity, Protect 

Yourself from Online Auction Fraud, Stolen Identity: 

What to Do

The FindLaw Guide to Online Fraud and Identity Theft

Follow us on

A Thomson Reuters Business

FINDLAW.COM EMPOWERS 

PEOPLE WITH TRUSTED,  

TIMELY AND INTELLIGENT  

LEGAL INFORMATION

BLOGS – FindLaw Blogs present timely news that has 

real-life implications, deliver important information 

and discuss law-related entertainment. 

FINDLAW ANSWERS – A vibrant, interactive online 

community where everyday people can ask legal 

questions and get real-time answers from legal  

professionals and others with similar experiences.

NEWS & NEWSLETTERS – Updated throughout the 

day and night and covering a wide range of legal 

topics, FindLaw.com’s News page presents current 

legal news, keeping people informed and educated.

FIND A LAWYER – An easy-to-search database 

of more than one million lawyers and law firms. It 

provides detailed information, enabling people to 

contact a qualified lawyer when they are ready.

DO-IT-YOURSELF FORMS & CONTRACTS – FindLaw.

com provides accurate legal documents for common 

legal matters. Choose from a library of easy-to-use, 

low-cost, accurate legal forms for everyday legal issues.

FINDLAW VIDEO – On FindLaw.com, you’ll find an 

online directory of more than 1,500 short videos 

dedicated exclusively to legal topics and attorney and  

law firm profiles.   

Connect With Us
FindLaw.com has an entire social media team 

dedicated to providing our users with as many 

options as possible to join, participate in, and learn 

from the FindLaw community. Some of the  social 

key channels are the following:

 

•	 FindLaw for Consumers on Facebook 

Making the law easy to access with interactive 

legal updates aimed at starting conversations, 

informing followers of their legal rights and 

providing a forum for questions and resources 

 

•	 @FindLawConsumer on Twitter 

Tweeting interesting, entertaining and  

informative legal news everyday 

Copyright © 2013 FindLaw, a Thomson Reuters business. All rights reserved. The information 

contained in this article is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.  

The use and distribution of this article is subject to the Creative Commons BY-NC-ND license, which 

can be viewed at  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. You must attribute the article by 

providing the title of the article, FindLaw copyright notice and link to the original work. You may not 

use the article for commercial purposes and you may not alter or transform this article in any way.

HAVE A LEGAL QUESTION?

NEED TO FIND AN AFFORDABLE, 

QUALIFIED ATTORNEY?

Protect yourself, your family or  

your business with a legal plan 

or form from LegalStreet

http://consumer.findlaw.com/online-scams/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalblogs.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://answers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalnews.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://lawyers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://forms.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://video.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalstreet.com?DCMP=LS-LPD-001

