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What is a Judg e’s Role in Court?

Most people know that juries often decide who wins and loses at tr ial . So, in cases where a jury trial is involved, what

exactly is the judge’s role?

Judg es Enforce Court Procedure

The judge’s first role is to make sure all the parties and witnesses follow proper court room procedure. Although this

doesn’t sound particular ly exciting, procedure is of vital importance to the legal system. It was designed to ensure that

ev eryone who comes to court gets a fair trial.

As far as TV shows and movies go, you can see procedure and rulings come into play when a judge responds after one of

the lawyers makes an objection. In such circumstances, the judge is usually ruling on the part of procedure that governs

evidence. The jury is only allowed to see or hear certain evidence so that they are not unfair ly prejudiced toward (or

against) one party. Although many questions about evidence are settled before the start of trial in pre-tr ial motions , some-

times these decisions have to be made on the fly while court is in session.

Judg es Decide Issues of Law

Most trials have two arguments going on at the same time. The first is the argument over the facts of the case: who did

what, where, and when? The jury usually decides these questions, although in some types of cases the judge can act as

fact finder. The second argument is about the law. Each party’s lawyer will study the laws written by the legislature and

past cases to determine the exact status of the law. Then, the lawyers argue with each other about why the law favors

their respective clients. Sometimes, when both parties mostly agree on the facts, this happens during summar y judgment .

When the facts are in dispute, the judge will provide the jury with instructions about the law so that the jury can make an

educated decision about the case.

For more infor mation on the court and what happens in a law suit, see FindLaw’s section on Litigation .

http://litigation.findlaw.com/filing-a-lawsuit/civil-cases-the-basics.html
http://litigation.findlaw.com/filing-a-lawsuit/resolution-before-trial-court-motions.html
http://litigation.findlaw.com/filing-a-lawsuit/what-is-summary-judgment.html
http://litigation.findlaw.com/
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