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Introduction to the Federal Court System

U.S. Distr ict Cour ts. Congress has divided the country into ninety-four federal judicial districts. In each district there is a

U.S. distr ict cour t. The U.S. distr ict cour ts are the federal trial courts -- the places where federal cases are tried, witnesses

testify, and juries serve . Within each district is a U.S. bankr uptcy cour t, a par t of the district court that administers the

bankr uptcy laws. Congress uses state boundaries to help define the districts. Some districts cover the entire state, like

Idaho. Other districts cover just part of a state, like the Norther n Distr ict of Califor nia.

U.S. Cour ts of Appeals. Congress placed each of the ninety-four districts in one of twelve regional circuits. Each circuit

has a court of appeals. If you lose a case in a district court, you can ask the court of appeals to review the case to see if

the district judge applied the law correctly. There is also a U.S. Cour t of Appeals for the Federal Circuit, whose jurisdiction

is defined by subject matter rather than by geography. It hears appeals from certain courts and agencies, such as the U.S.

Cour t of International Trade, the U.S. Cour t of Federal Claims, and the U.S. Patent and Trademar k Office, and certain

types of cases from the district courts (mainly lawsuits by people claiming their patents have been infringed).

U.S. Supreme Court. The Supreme Court of the United States, in Washington, D.C., is the highest court in the nation. If

you lose a case in the court of appeals (or, sometimes, in a state supreme court), you can ask the Supreme Court to hear

your appeal. However, unlike a cour t of appeals, the Supreme Court doesn’t have to hear it. In fact, the Supreme Court

hears only a ver y small percentage of the cases it is asked to review.
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BLOGS – FindLaw Blogs present timely news that has 

real-life implications, deliver important information 

and discuss law-related entertainment. 

FINDLAW ANSWERS – A vibrant, interactive online 

community where everyday people can ask legal 

questions and get real-time answers from legal  

professionals and others with similar experiences.

NEWS & NEWSLETTERS – Updated throughout the 

day and night and covering a wide range of legal 

topics, FindLaw.com’s News page presents current 

legal news, keeping people informed and educated.

FIND A LAWYER – An easy-to-search database 

of more than one million lawyers and law firms. It 

provides detailed information, enabling people to 

contact a qualified lawyer when they are ready.

DO-IT-YOURSELF FORMS & CONTRACTS – FindLaw.

com provides accurate legal documents for common 

legal matters. Choose from a library of easy-to-use, 

low-cost, accurate legal forms for everyday legal issues.

FINDLAW VIDEO – On FindLaw.com, you’ll find an 

online directory of more than 1,500 short videos 

dedicated exclusively to legal topics and attorney and  

law firm profiles.   

Connect With Us
FindLaw.com has an entire social media team 

dedicated to providing our users with as many 

options as possible to join, participate in, and learn 

from the FindLaw community. Some of the  social 

key channels are the following:

 

•	 FindLaw for Consumers on Facebook 

Making the law easy to access with interactive 

legal updates aimed at starting conversations, 

informing followers of their legal rights and 

providing a forum for questions and resources 

 

•	 @FindLawConsumer on Twitter 

Tweeting interesting, entertaining and  

informative legal news everyday 
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