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Class Action Cases

A "class action" lawsuit is one in which a group of people with the same or similar injuries caused by the same product or

action sue the defendant as a group. Other names for lawsuits brought by a number of people who suffered similar harm

or losses are "mass tort litigation" and "multi-distr ict litigation" ("MDL"). People seek justice in class action lawsuits when

their injuries have been caused by defective products, including pharmaceutical drugs, motor vehicles and other consumer

products, and medical devices. Other types of conduct over which people have sued as a class include consumer fraud,

cor porate misconduct, securities fraud, and employment practices. A type of class action lawsuit is the "mass tort" action.

Mass tort litigation is a multi-par ty lawsuit based on a massive accident, such as an airplane crash, in which many people

are injured or widespread personal injuries caused by a defective product, such as a medical device.

If you have been injured by a  product or person and you think there are others in your situation, you should seek legal

counsel from an attorney who is exper ienced in representing classes of injured people in this specific type of lawsuit.

The class action vehicle is used generally when a number of people have suffered the same or similar injuries. Often

many of the individuals’ injuries were relatively minor, such that they might not pursue legal redress on their own.

Together, how ever, the value of the claims of the class add up, and suing as a class means consolidating the attorneys,

defendant, evidence, witnesses, and most other aspects of the litigation. If the number of people affected by the product or

conduct is high, it becomes impractical or even impossible for them to file individual lawsuits. When a class action is per-

mitted, the group files the lawsuit with a representative plaintiff -- called a "named plaintiff" or "lead plaintiff" -- at the fore-

front.

There are many examples of class action lawsuits. A class may consist of a group of employees who were subjected to

race discrimination, a number of patients who were prescribed a drug with injurious side effects, a neighborhood of resi-

dents whose homes or families were injured by a toxic spill, all the consumers who purchased a defective product that

caused them injuries, or cor porate investors who suffered fraud in the purchase or sale of stocks and other securities.

Notice to Potential Class Members

Ever y person who would be affected by the court’s decision in the class action is entitled to notice that the action has

star ted. Although it usually is not possible to give every such individual personal notice, all persons who might be affected

are entitled to the best notice possible. The court will order that the class representative, through his or her attorneys,

make reasonable attempts to notify any unknown class members by general media such as television, an adver tisement

in a magazine or newspaper, or a posted flyer. The court will tailor the type of notice required to the particular facts of the

case. Those people who are notified then have the opportunity to join in the action -- called "opting in" -- or to decide not

par ticipate as a member of the class -- that is, to "opt out." In some cases, individuals don’t have the opportunity to opt

out. That is, if a class action has been filed over par ticular injur ies caused by a par ticular defendant, all people who are

similar ly situated are automatically in the class and must live with the outcome.

Class action cases involve extensive research, even more than in the typical individual lawsuit. Your attorneys will wor k to

gather evidence to prove that the defendant’s product or conduct harmed the class.

Why Class Actions?

A benefit of the class action for mat is its efficiency. The class action lawsuit brings together and disposes of thousands of

claims at one time that are impractical to litigate individually. The judge decides the basic question of who wins with

regard to the entire group. If the defendant wins, the class lawsuit is dismissed and the individuals in the group are prohib-

ited from filing new or individual lawsuits over the same issue against the same defendant. If the class of plaintiffs wins,

the court finds the defendant liable for the plaintiffs’ injuries, and the amount of recovery is later divided among the plain-

tiffs.

Because it aggregates small claims, the class action for mat lowers the often-high cost of litigation. Also, class actions are

usually brought by attor neys who are particular ly trained and exper ienced in litigating and managing complicated lawsuits.



Although class actions require much more wor k than the typical civil lawsuit, class action attorneys have what it takes to

represent the plaintiffs in the class action.

Another benefit of the class action is that it seeks to ensure that all injured plaintiffs receive something. It may be the case

that the defendant is bankrupt or for some other reason cannot afford to pay each individual the full amount necessary to

cover his or her losses. When the class wins the lawsuit, each participant receives some payment, even if it is not an

amount to fully cover damages. Absent a class action, payment by the defendant would be on a first-come, first-ser ved

basis.

Class Action Judgments

In a class action, the court’s decision applies to every par ticipant who has opted into the class. All individuals who fit within

the court’s original definition of a class member are bound by the final court decision, even if they nev er actually go to

cour t or otherwise participate in the lawsuit.

Pa yment to the participants in the class action usually follows a "plan of distribution." With the help of the parties and their

attor neys, the judge develops the plan to distribute the amount that the plaintiff class won in the lawsuit minus the attor-

neys’ fees and litigation costs. Each member of the class may receive cer tain percentage of the total amount fund, or may

receive a cer tain dollar figure. In some cases, the attorneys seek and obtain permission for an individualized, in-depth

review of each participant’s claim, so as to tailor the amount awarded to each class member to the "value" of his or her

claim. This method is relatively rare, how ever, especially in large class actions.

When the parties in a class action lawsuit decide to settle, the presiding judge must approve the settlement, making sure it

is fair to all parties.

Conclusion

Class actions are a highly effective and efficient for m of civil litigation. If you have been injured by a product’s side effects

or an environmental spill in your neighborhood, the best means of redress is a class action. Accordingly, when seeking

legal counsel, the best approach is to find a firm with exper ience in class action lawsuits.

For more infor mation, including a searchable repository of cases, see ClassAdvocate.com .

http://www.classadvocate.com/


Find a Consumer Protection 

Attorney Near You

Learn More: Tips to Help Protect Your Identity, Protect 

Yourself from Online Auction Fraud, Stolen Identity: 

What to Do

The FindLaw Guide to Online Fraud and Identity Theft

Follow us on

A Thomson Reuters Business

FINDLAW.COM EMPOWERS 

PEOPLE WITH TRUSTED,  

TIMELY AND INTELLIGENT  

LEGAL INFORMATION

BLOGS – FindLaw Blogs present timely news that has 

real-life implications, deliver important information 

and discuss law-related entertainment. 

FINDLAW ANSWERS – A vibrant, interactive online 

community where everyday people can ask legal 

questions and get real-time answers from legal  

professionals and others with similar experiences.

NEWS & NEWSLETTERS – Updated throughout the 

day and night and covering a wide range of legal 

topics, FindLaw.com’s News page presents current 

legal news, keeping people informed and educated.

FIND A LAWYER – An easy-to-search database 

of more than one million lawyers and law firms. It 

provides detailed information, enabling people to 

contact a qualified lawyer when they are ready.

DO-IT-YOURSELF FORMS & CONTRACTS – FindLaw.

com provides accurate legal documents for common 

legal matters. Choose from a library of easy-to-use, 

low-cost, accurate legal forms for everyday legal issues.

FINDLAW VIDEO – On FindLaw.com, you’ll find an 

online directory of more than 1,500 short videos 

dedicated exclusively to legal topics and attorney and  

law firm profiles.   

Connect With Us
FindLaw.com has an entire social media team 

dedicated to providing our users with as many 

options as possible to join, participate in, and learn 

from the FindLaw community. Some of the  social 

key channels are the following:

 

•	 FindLaw for Consumers on Facebook 

Making the law easy to access with interactive 

legal updates aimed at starting conversations, 

informing followers of their legal rights and 

providing a forum for questions and resources 

 

•	 @FindLawConsumer on Twitter 

Tweeting interesting, entertaining and  

informative legal news everyday 

Copyright © 2013 FindLaw, a Thomson Reuters business. All rights reserved. The information 

contained in this article is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.  

The use and distribution of this article is subject to the Creative Commons BY-NC-ND license, which 

can be viewed at  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. You must attribute the article by 

providing the title of the article, FindLaw copyright notice and link to the original work. You may not 

use the article for commercial purposes and you may not alter or transform this article in any way.

HAVE A LEGAL QUESTION?

NEED TO FIND AN AFFORDABLE, 

QUALIFIED ATTORNEY?

Protect yourself, your family or  

your business with a legal plan 

or form from LegalStreet

http://consumer.findlaw.com/online-scams/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalblogs.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://answers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalnews.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://lawyers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://forms.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://video.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalstreet.com?DCMP=LS-LPD-001

