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Slip and Fall FAQ

Q: If someone falls on a broken piece of a city sidewalk and is injured, can they sue the city?
A: An injured person may have a case against the city in such a situation, because municipalities have a duty to keep

streets and sidewalks in repair. An injured party might have a successful case against the city if he or she can show that it

failed to maintain the sidewalk properly. There are ver y impor tant deadlines and requirements for giving municipalities

notice of such claims, how ever, about which a lawyer should advise you.

Q: What if someone gets injured while at the home of a neighbor who invited the injured person there for a party?
A: Social guests are sometimes able to recover from their hosts, depending on how their injuries happened. Homeowners

must tell their guests about, or correct, any dangerous conditions that guests are unlikely to recognize. For example, if an

injur y was caused when a guest tripped on a throw rug, he or she may be able to recover if he/she could prove that the

host knew other people had tripped over it and the guest was unlikely to realize its danger. The host probably should have

warned guests about it, removed it dur ing the party, or secured it to the floor with tape or tacks.

Q: Can someone receive compensation from a store where he or she was injured in a slip and fall accident?
A: The specific facts of each case will determine whether an injured party can recover damages from a store for a slip and

fall accident. Stores have a duty to keep their floors reasonably safe for customers, and employees should routinely

inspect areas the public might access, to discover any potentially dangerous conditions. If a slipper y substance on the

floor causes a fall, and a plaintiff can show that the substance had been there for a relatively long period of time, or that

the store otherwise had notice of it, he or she may be able to recover damages.

Q: What duties do proper ty owners have regarding ice and snow removal?
A: Generally, the law doesn’t require a property owner to remove ice or snow that accumulates outside his or her building

as the result of the weather. How ever, if conditions on the property cause an unnatural accumulation of ice or snow, the

proper ty owner may be liable for slip and fall accidents. In addition, if a property owner elects to provide snow or ice

removal, he or she must not do so negligently.

Q: When will the law say a proper ty owner "should have known" about a dangerous condition on his or her prop-
er ty?
A: In most cases, the law will say a proper ty owner "should have known" about a dangerous condition when it existed for

such an amount of time that a reasonably careful person, under similar circumstances, would have discovered it.

Q: Is the fact that someone warned an employee of a store about a spill important in proving a slip and fall case
resulting from an accident caused by the spill?
A: Yes, the fact that an employee of the property owner (or possessor) was given notice of a dangerous condition is ver y

helpful in establishing that the owner knew of the condition and was negligent in failing to remedy it.

Q: Can a building owner’s violation of a building code ever be used to help a plaintiff win a slip and fall case?
A: Yes, occasionally a plaintiff can prove negligence by showing that a property owner violated a relevant statute or code.

A building owner must ensure that his or her building’s str ucture is in compliance with applicable building codes. For exam-

ple, building codes often dictate when and where handrails and other similar features must be installed. If you fall on a

stairway that lacked appropr iate handrails, and the lack of the handrail caused your injuries, you may have a valid claim

against the building owner based on his or her building code violation.

Q: Who can be held liable in a slip and fall case?
A: In slip and fall cases, there are often a number of people or entities that may be held responsible for someone’s

injur ies. For instance, if a business rents space from a property owner, both the property owner and the tenant (the busi-

ness) may be named as defendants by someone injured on the property. In that case, the tenant is known as a possessor

of the property, and has a duty to use reasonable care to prevent injury to those on the premises under its control. A pos-

sessor might also be a party who manages or maintains the property, such as a management company.



Find a Consumer Protection 

Attorney Near You

Learn More: Tips to Help Protect Your Identity, Protect 

Yourself from Online Auction Fraud, Stolen Identity: 

What to Do

The FindLaw Guide to Online Fraud and Identity Theft

Follow us on

A Thomson Reuters Business

FINDLAW.COM EMPOWERS 

PEOPLE WITH TRUSTED,  

TIMELY AND INTELLIGENT  

LEGAL INFORMATION

BLOGS – FindLaw Blogs present timely news that has 

real-life implications, deliver important information 

and discuss law-related entertainment. 

FINDLAW ANSWERS – A vibrant, interactive online 

community where everyday people can ask legal 

questions and get real-time answers from legal  

professionals and others with similar experiences.

NEWS & NEWSLETTERS – Updated throughout the 

day and night and covering a wide range of legal 

topics, FindLaw.com’s News page presents current 

legal news, keeping people informed and educated.

FIND A LAWYER – An easy-to-search database 

of more than one million lawyers and law firms. It 

provides detailed information, enabling people to 

contact a qualified lawyer when they are ready.

DO-IT-YOURSELF FORMS & CONTRACTS – FindLaw.

com provides accurate legal documents for common 

legal matters. Choose from a library of easy-to-use, 

low-cost, accurate legal forms for everyday legal issues.

FINDLAW VIDEO – On FindLaw.com, you’ll find an 

online directory of more than 1,500 short videos 

dedicated exclusively to legal topics and attorney and  

law firm profiles.   

Connect With Us
FindLaw.com has an entire social media team 

dedicated to providing our users with as many 

options as possible to join, participate in, and learn 

from the FindLaw community. Some of the  social 

key channels are the following:

 

•	 FindLaw for Consumers on Facebook 

Making the law easy to access with interactive 

legal updates aimed at starting conversations, 

informing followers of their legal rights and 

providing a forum for questions and resources 

 

•	 @FindLawConsumer on Twitter 

Tweeting interesting, entertaining and  

informative legal news everyday 

Copyright © 2013 FindLaw, a Thomson Reuters business. All rights reserved. The information 

contained in this article is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.  

The use and distribution of this article is subject to the Creative Commons BY-NC-ND license, which 

can be viewed at  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. You must attribute the article by 

providing the title of the article, FindLaw copyright notice and link to the original work. You may not 

use the article for commercial purposes and you may not alter or transform this article in any way.

HAVE A LEGAL QUESTION?

NEED TO FIND AN AFFORDABLE, 

QUALIFIED ATTORNEY?

Protect yourself, your family or  

your business with a legal plan 

or form from LegalStreet

http://consumer.findlaw.com/online-scams/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalblogs.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://answers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalnews.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://lawyers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://forms.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://video.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalstreet.com?DCMP=LS-LPD-001

