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Diclofenac FAQ

Q: What is diclofenac?
A: Diclofenacis the generic name for a prescription medicine to relieve pain, tenderness,swelling, and stiffness associated

with osteoarthr itis, rheumatoid arthr itis,and ankylosing spondylitis(arthr itis that mainly affects the spine). Diclofenac imme-

diate-release(shor t-acting) tablets are also used to treat painful menstrual periods and othertypes of pain. Par t of a class

of medications called non steroidal anti-inflammatorymedications (NSAIDs), diclofenac is manufactured and marketed by

NovartisPhar maceuticals under the names Cataflam and Voltaren-XR. Diclofenac is alsomanufactured and marketed by

Pfizer Pharmaceuticals.

Q: Are there any serious health risks associated withdiclofenac use?
A: People who take NSAIDs(other than aspirin) such as diclofenac may have a higher risk of having aheart attack or a

stroke than people who do not take these medications. Theseevents may happen without war ning and may cause death,

and this risk may behigher for people who take NSAIDs for a long time.

Also, NSAIDs such as diclofenacmay cause ulcers, bleeding, or holes in the stomach or intestine. Theseproblems may

develop at any time during treatment, may happen without war ningsymptoms, and may cause death. The risk may be

higher for people who take NSAIDs for a long time, those older in age, people in poorhealth, or those who drink large

amounts of alcohol while taking diclofenac.

Click here for impor tant health and safety infor mation from the U.S. Food and DrugAdministration (FDA).

Q: What precautions should I take before or while taking Diclofenac?
A: Keep all appointments with your healthcareprofessional and the laborator y. Be sure to tell your healthcare professional-

how you are feeling, so that he or she can prescribe the right amount of diclofenacto treat your condition with the lowest

risk of serious side effects. Carefully read the manufacturer’s patientinfor mation sheet (Medication Guide) when you begin

treatment, and ask your healthcareprofessional or pharmacist any questions you may have.

Q: What should I tellmy healthcare professional before he or she prescribes
Diclofenac?
A: Tell yourhealthcare professional if you are allergic to diclofenac, aspir in, or other NSAIDs, as well as other medications

or any of the inactiveingredients found in diclofenac; if you or anyone in your family has orhas ever had heart disease, a

hear t attack, or a stroke, if you smoke, and ifyou have or have ever had high cholesterol, high blood pressure, or dia-

betes;if you have or have ever had ulcers, bleeding in your stomach or intestines, orother bleeding disorders; if you have

asthma or a frequent stuffed or runnynose or nasal polyps; if you have lupus; if you have por phyr ia;if you have liver or kid-

ney disease; if you exper ience sw elling of the hands,feet, ankles, or low er legs; if you are pregnant, become pregnant,

plan tobecome pregnant, or are breast-feeding; and if you are taking diclofenac beforehaving surgery (including dental

surger y).

Q: What are the side effectsassociated with Diclofenac?
A: Tell your healthcare professionalif any of the following side effects associated with diclofenac use are severeor persis-

tent: diarrhea,constipation, gas or bloating, headache, dizziness, or ringing in the ears.

Callyour healthcare professional immediately if you exper ience any of the followingside effects: unexplainedweight gain,

excessive tiredness, lack of energy, upset stomach, loss ofappetite, itching, pain in the upper right part of the stomach,

yellowing ofthe skin or eyes, flu-like symptoms, fev er, blisters, rash, hives, swelling ofthe eyes, face, tongue, lips, throat,

ar ms, hands, feet, ankles, or low er legs,difficulty breathing or swallowing, hoarseness, pale skin, fast heartbeat, cloudy,dis-

colored, or bloody urine, back pain, or difficult or painful urination.

Q: Are there any interactionsbetween Diclofenac and other drugs or foods?
A: Diclofenac andcertain other medicines can interact with each other. Tell your healthcare professional about allthe

medicines you take -- including prescription and non-prescription medicines,vitamins, and herbal supplements. Unlessyour

http://www.fda.gov/cder/drug/infopage/COX2/NSAIDmedguide.htm


healthcare professional tells you otherwise, you may continue your normaldiet.

Q: What should I doif I think I have been injured as a result of using Diclofenac?
A: If you or aloved one have exper ienced any dangerous symptoms orunusual medical conditions while taking diclofenac,

you should first contactyour doctor or other healthcare professional. You may also wish to meet with anexper ienced attor-

ney to discuss your options and to protect your right to alegal remedy for any injur ies caused by diclofenac use. To find an

exper iencedattorney, use the "Find a Lawyer" tool on this page,or click here .

http://lawyers.findlaw.com/lawyer/practice/Products%20Liability%20Law
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