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DePuy Hip Implants

Tw o DePuy hip systems the DePuy ASR XL Acetabular System and DePuy ASR Hip Resurfacing System -- have become

the subject of hundreds of product liability lawsuits. These are both "metal on metal" hip implant systems, whose design

has been blamed for injuries ranging from dislocated and broken hips, to hear t, ner ve, kidney and thyroid problems. Those

who suffer an adverse reaction must go through additional surgery to take out and replace the implant, not to mention

pain, suffer ing and lost wages which they may have exper ienced in the process.

Metal on Metal Hip Replacements

Metal on metal hip implant systems feature a metal ball which fits into a metal cup or socket. As a person walks or moves,

the ball moves within the cup, like a natural hip ball joint moving within its socket.

In addition to the general risks posed by all hip implant systems, metal on metal implant systems pose some particular

risks. These stem from the fact that during the walking motion, the metal ball slides against the metal socket. When this

happens, tiny metal particles wear off the ball and/or the socket. This metal debris is released into the space surrounding

the hip implant, and some of it may even enter the persons blood stream.

According to the FDA, there is no way to avoid the shedding of these metal particles, despite the fact that orthopedic sur-

geons can take precautions to minimize the rubbing of the metal ball against the socket, and thus minimize the shedding

off of metal particles.

Metal on Metal Hip Implant Injuries

Those who do suffer an adverse reaction suffer what is called and adverse local tissue reaction (sometimes called an

"adverse reaction to metal debris"). In these cases, over time, the metal particles which wear off the implanted ball and

socket cause damage to tissue and bone surrounding the implanted hip. When this occurs, the implant can become loose,

cause pain, and can require surgery to remove and replace the hip implant.

A smaller number of metal on metal hip implant recipients have exper ienced effects on their heart, nervous system and

thyroid gland stemming from a high level of metal ions getting into the blood stream.

The DePuy Recall

Upward of 90,000 patients received either the DePuy ASR XL Acetabular System or the DePuy ASR Hip Resurfacing Sys-

tem. According to the company itself, these systems fail 13% and 12% respectively within five years of being implanted.

The British Orthopedic Association estimates much higher failure rates 49% failure at the six year mark.

In August of 2010, DePuy recalled the ASR XL Acetabular System and DePuy ASR Hip Resurfacing System due to the

high number of patients requiring surgery to replace the implants. DePuy set up a system through which it offers to cover

some of the medical costs for those requiring replacement of the hip replacement.

Why Talk to a Lawyer?

According to the recall process set up by DePuy, the company will cover out-of-pocket expenses paid by insured patients,

such as copayments and co-insurance payments, along with lost wages for the time spent getting the additional surgery.

But what about any lost wages for time missed when the individual couldnt walk due to the degenerative implant? What

about any of the other injuries suffered? Not to mention the fact that DePuys recall system requires patients to go through

the hassle of another surgery, deal with their insurance company as if it was an ordinary procedure, then wor k with DePuy

and its outsourced provider to collect out-of-pocket money spent.



DePuy Hip Implant Lawsuits

Needless to say, those injured by one of DePuys hip implants have rights to recover far more than their out-of-pocket

expenses on a second surgery they nev er should have needed.

As of May, 2011, approximately 700 lawsuits over the DePuy ASR XL have been filed in federal courts. In December of

2010, all federal lawsuits alleging injuries due to the DePuy implant were transferred to the United State District Court for

the Norther n Distr ict of Ohio, as par t of multidistr ict litigation before Judge David Katz. This means that all cases filed over

the ASR XL in federal court will become part of the ongoing litigation in the federal court in Ohio.

Plaintiffs have also filled lawsuits in states across the country to recover damages for injuries from DePuy hip implants.



Find a Consumer Protection 

Attorney Near You

Learn More: Tips to Help Protect Your Identity, Protect 

Yourself from Online Auction Fraud, Stolen Identity: 

What to Do

The FindLaw Guide to Online Fraud and Identity Theft

Follow us on

A Thomson Reuters Business

FINDLAW.COM EMPOWERS 

PEOPLE WITH TRUSTED,  

TIMELY AND INTELLIGENT  

LEGAL INFORMATION

BLOGS – FindLaw Blogs present timely news that has 

real-life implications, deliver important information 

and discuss law-related entertainment. 

FINDLAW ANSWERS – A vibrant, interactive online 

community where everyday people can ask legal 

questions and get real-time answers from legal  

professionals and others with similar experiences.

NEWS & NEWSLETTERS – Updated throughout the 

day and night and covering a wide range of legal 

topics, FindLaw.com’s News page presents current 

legal news, keeping people informed and educated.

FIND A LAWYER – An easy-to-search database 

of more than one million lawyers and law firms. It 

provides detailed information, enabling people to 

contact a qualified lawyer when they are ready.

DO-IT-YOURSELF FORMS & CONTRACTS – FindLaw.

com provides accurate legal documents for common 

legal matters. Choose from a library of easy-to-use, 

low-cost, accurate legal forms for everyday legal issues.

FINDLAW VIDEO – On FindLaw.com, you’ll find an 

online directory of more than 1,500 short videos 

dedicated exclusively to legal topics and attorney and  

law firm profiles.   

Connect With Us
FindLaw.com has an entire social media team 

dedicated to providing our users with as many 

options as possible to join, participate in, and learn 

from the FindLaw community. Some of the  social 

key channels are the following:

 

•	 FindLaw for Consumers on Facebook 

Making the law easy to access with interactive 

legal updates aimed at starting conversations, 

informing followers of their legal rights and 

providing a forum for questions and resources 

 

•	 @FindLawConsumer on Twitter 

Tweeting interesting, entertaining and  

informative legal news everyday 

Copyright © 2013 FindLaw, a Thomson Reuters business. All rights reserved. The information 

contained in this article is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.  

The use and distribution of this article is subject to the Creative Commons BY-NC-ND license, which 

can be viewed at  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. You must attribute the article by 

providing the title of the article, FindLaw copyright notice and link to the original work. You may not 

use the article for commercial purposes and you may not alter or transform this article in any way.

HAVE A LEGAL QUESTION?

NEED TO FIND AN AFFORDABLE, 

QUALIFIED ATTORNEY?

Protect yourself, your family or  

your business with a legal plan 

or form from LegalStreet

http://consumer.findlaw.com/online-scams/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalblogs.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://answers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalnews.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://lawyers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://forms.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://video.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalstreet.com?DCMP=LS-LPD-001

