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Hire a Car Accident Lawyer

If you’ve been involved in a car accident, you may need to hire a car accident lawyer. A good car accident lawyer can help

you recover losses resulting from a motor vehicle accident and/or reduce the hefty amount of paperwor k, "red tape", and

hassle often associated with car accident insurance claims. Knowing when to contact or hire a car accident lawyer can

make the difference between a justly resolved case and owing or losing large monetary damages.

Below is impor tant infor mation you need to know about hiring a car accident lawyer.

Why You Need a Car Accident Lawyer

Unfor tunately, car accidents are everyday occurrences. Most personal injury claims in the U.S. are a result of an accident

involving a car, truck, or other motor vehicle. Many of these accidents result in minor vehicle damage in the for m of a

"fender bender", and can generally be handled alone through direct contact with an insurance company. How ever, car

accidents that involve physical injury, fatality, or other significant damage may warrant the legal representation of an expe-

rienced car accident attorney.

An exper ienced car accident lawyer can help you get compensation to cover any losses incurred due to the accident, such

as medical expenses, lost wages, and car repairs. In some states, a car accident lawyer may help you recover when a

loved one is killed, especially if reckless driving , speeding, or dr unk-dr iving was involved.

What to Look For in a Car Accident Lawyer

Car accidents lawyers cover a range of issues stemming from personal injury, wrongful death, property destruction, and

liability determinations. When looking for a car accident lawyer, you should concentrate on the lawyer’s exper ience, skill

level, commitment, location and fee structure.

For example, your car accident attorney should be well versed in state and national transpor tation laws, know how to deal

with insurance and health care companies, and know how to effectively prepare and settle a case. Also, it’s impor tant that

you check the attorney’s background, references, and track record.

Lastly, a  good attorney will typically accept your case on a contingency or "no win-no fee" basis if the attorney feels your

case has any mer it, so it’s impor tant to check the attorney’s standard fee structure.

When to Hire a Car Accident Lawyer

It is best to hire a car accident lawyer early to avoid any costly mistakes. The deadline for filing personal injury claims

varies from state to state. Because you may need to pay for medical bills and/or cover lost wages, the sooner you contact

an attorney the better. In general, a person should contact an attorney shor tly after the accident occurs -- within a week or

two of the accident -- but before reaching a settlement with the insurance company.

How to Find a Car Accident Lawyer

There are many ways to find a qualified car accident lawyer. Referrals from friends and family or online may be a good

star t. However, not all attorney referral services are the same and unless you have unlimited hours to spend asking for

referrals, you may wish to find a car accident lawyer in your area using one of several quality-assured lawyer directories,

such as FindLaw, dev oted to connecting you to an exper ienced lawyer.

Questions to Ask a Car Accident Lawyer

Before speaking with a car accident lawyer, you should have as much detailed infor mation and facts about the car acci-

dent and any injur ies or financial losses as possible. Documents you may wish to show your attorney after a motor vehicle

accident may include your insurance policy, infor mation exchanged at the accident scene, and medical records, among

other things. Below are some of the questions you should ask before hiring a car accident lawyer.

What percentage of your practice is devoted to car accident cases?

http://injury.findlaw.com/car-accidents/car-accident-basics.html
http://traffic.findlaw.com/traffic-tickets/reckless-driving.html
http://traffic.findlaw.com/traffic-tickets/speeding.html
http://dui.findlaw.com/dui-charges/elements-of-a-dui-offense.html
http://lawyers.findlaw.com/lawyer/practice/Motor-Vehicle-Accidents----Plaintiff
http://injury.findlaw.com/car-accidents/documents-to-show-your-attorney-after-a-motor-vehicle-accident.html
http://injury.findlaw.com/car-accidents/documents-to-show-your-attorney-after-a-motor-vehicle-accident.html


What exper ience do you have with the specific type of injury in question?

What is a typical settlement range for cases similar to mine?

How much of my car accident case will you actually handle?

How are your fees structured? What out-of-pocket expenses am I responsible for?

Car Accident Lawyer Fees

Most car accident cases are handled on a contingency or "no win-no pay" basis. This means that if the attorney does not

win the case of your behalf, he or she does not collect a fee. On the other hand, if the attorney wins the case, the attorney

will get a percentage of the personal injury award. The attorney’s percentage var ies from case to case, but can equal

approximately one-third to 40% of the total award, with different limits imposed from state to state.

It’s impor tant to note that attorney fees are different from costs, and you may be responsible for certain out-of-pocket

expenses associated with your case. In any event, it is wise to consult with a var iety of car accident lawyers in your area

to find one you feel comfor table with in representing your case and to get a sense of the cost involved.
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