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Priority: Spouses, Fiances, and Adopted Children

Spouses, fiancé(e)s, and adopted children of U.S. citizens receive prior ity in the family-based immigration system, and

these family members can be admitted into the U.S. upon government approval of their immigration visa petitions. Lear n

more below.

Marriages

Following is a description of the process to be followed by a spouse of a U.S. citizen seeking to gain permanent resident

status in the U.S.:

• The immigration service must approve a visa petition filed on behalf of the spouse.

• If the spouse is outside the U.S. when the visa petition is approved, the spouse will go to his or her nearest U.S. con-

sulate to complete the processing for an immigrant visa prior to travel to the U.S.

• If the spouse is inside the U.S. when the visa petition is approved, the spouse may apply to adjust his or her status

(i.e. temporar y visitor) to that of a lawful permanent resident.

The spouse’s per manent resident status will be conditional if it is based on a marriage that was less than two years old

when that status was granted. To remove the conditions on permanent resident status, it must be established that the mar-

riage was not entered into in order to evade U.S. immigration laws. If Form I-751 , Petition to Remove the Conditions on

Residence, is not filed within the 90-day per iod before the spouse’s second anniversar y as a conditional resident, the con-

ditional permanent residence status will be terminated and the government will initiate deportation (removal) proceedings.

Fiancé(e)s

A U.S. citizen who is planning to marry a foreign national in the U.S. must file a petition on behalf of his or her fiancé(e)

(see Form I-129F ) before he or she comes to the U.S. to get married. Both parties must be unmarried and must also

have met within the last two years before filing for the fiancé(e) visa (although this requirement may be waived based on

long-standing custom or extreme hardship). The marriage must take place within 90 days of the fiancé(e) entering the

U.S., or the fiancé(e) will be subject to removal from the country. Federal immigration laws do not recognize same-sex

par tnerships for visa purposes.

Adoptions

A marr ied U.S. citizen and spouse may file a petition to adopt a foreign-bor n child. An unmarried U.S. citizen may also file

an orphan petition provided that he or she is at least 25 years of age. To speed up the adoption process, Form I-600A ,

Application for Advance Processing of Orphan Petition, may be filed before a specific child has been identified for adop-

tion. After a child is identified and is shown to meet the Immigration and Nationality Act definition of "orphan," Form I-600 ,

Petition to Classify Orphan as an Immediate Relative, must be filed on behalf of the child.

http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=f858d59cb7a5d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=db029c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=a10e4154d7b3d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=db029c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=abde5f56ff55d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=db029c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=c5695f56ff55d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=db029c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
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