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Can I Travel without a Green Card?

I have sent in my green card application, but am still waiting for my green card to arrive . I would like to visit
another country. Can I travel without a green card?

A green card is the identification document that proves your permanent resident status. This card enables you to wor k and

travel in the USA. If you have applied for it and your case is still pending, there are two documents that usually do not take

as long to get. One is the Employment Author ization Document, which will allow you to wor k in the USA. The second is a

temporar y travel document. This document, known as advanced parole, will allow you to travel without a green card. To

apply for this permit fill out the I-131 for m by following the instr uctions on the USCIS for ms website .

When I came to USA, I was a permanent resident. I am still waiting for green card deliver y. I would like to visit my
family outside the USA, but am afraid I will not be let back in to the USA. What should I do?

Because you are already a permanent resident, unlike someone still waiting for their status to change (see above), you

should still be able to travel without a green card. When you came to the USA, the border officer stamped your passport,

indicating your status as a permanent resident. This stamp has an expiration date (usually six months from the time it was

stamped). As long as you re-enter the USA before that stamped expiration date, you are free to travel and will be able to

re-enter the USA upon your return.

In addition to checking this stamped expiration date, you should also check the date when your passport itself expires --

usually, this date is located on the same page as your photo. If this date has passed or will pass while you are out of the

USA, you need to renew your passport. To renew your passport online, go to the Dept. of State website passport renewal

page. Keep the old passport with you because it has your permanent residence stamp in it! While you are away, leave a

copy of your passport and permanent residence stamp with someone in the USA. That way, if your passport gets lost or

stolen, someone can fax a copy of your passport and permanent residence stamp to the closest U.S. consulate or

embassy near you. The U.S. consulate or embassy will then help enable you to travel without a green card.

Be careful not to stay outside the USA for too long or do anything else that might look like you intend to live outside the

USA. Many people have lost their permanent residence through abandonment. Keeping your visit outside the USA under

six months is probably safe. If you know you will be outside the USA for longer than one year, you need to plan ahead and

apply for a Reentry Per mit. You can do this through the USCIS for ms website .

For more infor mation about citizenship, per manent residence, or for ms you will need to travel without a green card, visit

the USCIS for ms website .

http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=820a0a5659083210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=820a0a5659083210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD
http://travel.state.gov/passport/renew/renew_833.html
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=db029c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=db029c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.eb1d4c2a3e5b9ac89243c6a7543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=db029c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=db029c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
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