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Spouse Immigration

Each year, thousands of people emigrate to the United States, leaving loved ones behind with the hope that they will be
someday be reunited. For tunately, under U.S. immigration laws, spouses and other immediate relatives of lawful residents
are given fair ly high prior ity in the issuance of immigrant visas. Under U.S. immigration laws, the term ?spouse? is meant
to refer to a husband or wife whom is in a legally recognized marital relationship.

You will be able to file an immigrant visa petition to bring your spouse to the United States only if you are a U.S. citizen or
a lawful permanent resident (meaning you have your green card).

Over view of Spouse Immigration Process

There is a three-step process for your spouse to become a legal immigrant:

1. You must file an immigrant visa petition ( Form I-130 ) and pay the $420 filing fee for your spouse.

2. If you are a U.S. citizen petitioning for your spouse, they will not be placed on a waiting list. The law gives special
consideration to immediate relatives of U.S. citizens. The U.S. Depar tment of State will invite your spouse to apply
for an immigrant visa as soon as USCIS approves your For m I-130 petition.

• If you are a permanent resident, your spouse will be placed on a waiting list to receive an immigrant visa number.
Due to the high volume of applicants and immigration restrictions, wait times are often two or more years. If your
spouse is not here legally, they may need to leave the United States to avoid accruing unlawful presence because
this could affect their eligibility to receive an immigrant visa number. Check the State Department Visa Bulletin to
deter mine current wait times for when an immigrant visa number will be available for your spouse.

• If your spouse is outside the United States when your visa petition is approved and when an immigrant visa number
(if required) becomes available, your spouse will be notified to go to the local U.S. consulate to complete the pro-
cessing for an immigrant visa. If your spouse is legally inside the U.S. when your visa petition is approved and when
an immigrant visa number (if required) becomes available, he or she may use the Form I-485 to adjust his or her
status to that of a lawful permanent resident. Spouses of U.S. citizens who are legally inside the U.S. may file their
Form I-130 petition AND For m I-485 to adjust status at the same time.

Impor tant Considerations for Spouses with Conditional Residence

If you have been married less than two years when your spouse is granted lawful permanent resident status, your spouse
will receive per manent resident status on a ?conditional? or temporar y basis. You and your spouse must apply together
using Form I-751 to remove the conditional status.

Impor tant: You must apply to remove conditional status within the 90 day per iod before the expiration date on your
spouse’s conditional permanent resident card. If you fail to file during this time, your spouse?s legal resident status will ter-
minate and they may be depor ted.

Can My Spouse Come to the U.S. to Live While their Visa Petition Is Pending?

If you are a U.S. citizen, once you file For m I-130, your spouse is eligible to apply for a nonimmigrant K-3 visa. This enti-
tles him or her to come to the United States to live and wor k while the visa petition is pending. If you are a legal perma-
nent resident your spouse cannot come to the United States. to live or wor k while their visa petition is pending.

http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=c67c7f9ded54d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=3faf2c1a6855d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=db029c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=f858d59cb7a5d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=db029c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
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