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What is Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals?

If you were born outside of the United States and entered the country without proper authorization as a child, you may be

able to avoid deportation and obtain temporar y work author ization. As the name suggests, Deferred Action for Childhood

Arr ivals (DACA) is a policy that defers removal action of undocumented immigrants who were brought into the country

unlawfully by their parents. Under the DACA, eligible immigrants may avoid deportation for two-years but are not given for-

mal legal status.

The DACA is commonly associated with the DREAM Act, a piece of legislation that (if passed) would grant similarly situ-

ated immigrants temporar y residency for six years with a path to permanent residency. But DACA, which has been called

"DREAM Act Light," does not grant such amnesty and merely defers removal (or deportation) of qualified applicants for a

per iod of two years (renewal is possible at the end of two years). In addition, qualified applicants may apply for employ-

ment authorization, but must be able to prove economic necessity.

Eligibility Requirements

Undocumented immigrants who entered the U.S. as children are eligible for deferred action if the following requirements

are met:

• You are under the age of 31 (as of June 15, 2012)

• You entered the U.S. before reaching the age of 16

• You have resided in the U.S. continuously since June 15, 2007 (and up to the present)

• You were in the U.S. on June 15, 2012 and at the time your DACA application was requested

• You entered illegally (or lawful immigration status expired) before June 15, 2012

• You are currently enrolled in school; have graduated, obtained certificate of high school completion, or general edu-

cation development (GED) certificate; or was honorably discharged from the U.S. Armed Forces (or Coast Guard)

• You are not considered a threat to national security

• You were not convicted of a felony, a "significant" misdemeanor, or three misdemeanors

It is up to each applicant to provide evidence of his or her eligibility. For example, you may present any U.S. gover nment

document bearing your photo and name as proof of identity if you do not have a passpor t, school ID, or other traditional

form of ID. For more infor mation about acceptable for ms of evidence and documentation, see the "Initial Evidence" sec-

tion on page 3 of " Instr uctions for Consideration of Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals " (PDF).

How Do I Apply?

If you meet the eligibility requirements and would like to be considered for DACA, see " Consideration of Deferred Action

for Childhood Arrivals ," which includes links to for ms I-821D (PDF) and instr uctions for for m I-821D (PDF), current fees,

and additional infor mation.

These are the main steps you must take to apply for DACA:

1. Collect the necessary evidence of eligibility

2. Complete Form I-821D

3. Complete Form I-765 (Application for Employment Author ization), including the accompanying wor ksheet to estab-

lish economic need for employment

4. File the completed for ms, evidence of eligibility and fee payment at a USCIS Lockbox facility

http://www.uscis.gov/USCIS/files/form/i-821dinstr.pdf
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=05faf6c546129310VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=db029c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=05faf6c546129310VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=db029c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/USCIS/files/form/i-821d.pdf
http://www.uscis.gov/USCIS/files/form/i-821dinstr.pdf
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=73ddd59cb7a5d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD&vgnextchannel=7d316c0b4c3bf110VgnVCM1000004718190aRCRD
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=880264337c77e210VgnVCM100000082ca60aRCRD&vgnextchannel=db029c7755cb9010VgnVCM10000045f3d6a1RCRD


5. Schedule a biometr ics appointment (see the USIC Service and Office Locator to find an office near you)

After filing, you may check the status of your DACA request online . If denied, you may not file a request to reconsider or

appeal the decision.

See FindLaw’s main Immigration Law page for additional articles and resources. To speak with a lawyer about U.S. citi-

zenship or immigration, contact a local immigration attorney who can guide you through each step of the process and

protect your legal rights.

https://egov.uscis.gov/crisgwi/go?action=offices.type&OfficeLocator.office_type=ASC
https://egov.uscis.gov/cris/Dashboard/CaseStatus.do
http://immigration.findlaw.com/
http://lawyers.findlaw.com/lawyer/practice/Immigration%20&%20Naturalization%20Law
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