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How to Obtain Proof of Citizenship

So, you have obtained your American citizenship. Now how do you obtain proof of citizenship? If you were born on U.S.

soil, including U.S. militar y grounds and U.S. terr itory abroad, then your birth certificate is your primar y proof of citizenship.

This does not refer to the birth certificate your parents got at the hospital when you were born. It refers to the standard

U.S. bir th cer tificate issued by the state government. If you were naturalized in the U.S., you were given a naturalization

cer tificate instead of a birth certificate.

If your birth took place outside the territor ial United States and you have a right to American citizenship through your par-

ents, how ever, you will not have either of these documents. In this case, you will have to apply for either a U.S. passpor t or

a cer tificate of citizenship.

Cer tificates of Consular Registration of Birth

When U.S. citizens give bir th to children outside of the U.S., they have five years to register that birth with the U.S. con-

sulate. When they do, the consulate issues them a Consular Registration of Birth Abroad. This is sufficient proof of Ameri-

can citizenship. If you have these documents, do not lose them. There is no way to get duplicates.

If the parents do not register the baby’s bir th before the baby’s fifth birthday, there is no way to have a Consular Registra-

tion of Birth Abroad issued. In this case, or in the case that you have lost your Consular Registration of Birth Abroad cer-

tificate, you must apply for a passport or cer tificate of citizenship to obtain proof of citizenship.

U.S.Passpor ts

Applying for a U.S. passpor t if you were born in the U.S. is pretty straightforward. If your parents are U.S. citizens and you

were born abroad, you may apply for a passport the same way, with a few additional steps. These steps include

• proving your parents are U.S. citizens,

• providing evidence that your parents followed all residency requirements, and

• providing evidence that you have followed all residency requirements (unless you have been excused from them by

not knowing the laws).

This evidence may be in the for m of citizenship records, tax records, employment records, or affidavits from you or rela-

tives explaining why you were unaware of your claim to American citizenship.

You may apply for passports in U.S. passpor t offices, but people who file directly with the U.S. consulate abroad typically

have better success.

Cer tificates of Citizenship

The American citizenship and Immigration Services issues certificates of citizenship to those with a confirmed claim to

Amer ican citizenship. These certificates can only be obtained from American citizenship and Immigration Services,

located in the U.S.

Obtaining this document is usually a bit more difficult than obtaining a passport, because it tends to take a lot longer.

Some people have waited over a year to receive their certificate of citizenship. People whose citizenship was obtained via

naturalization of a parent have the best luck with a certificate of citizenship, because the evidence is so obvious and easy

to obtain.

Evidence of your citizenship claim should include

• parents’ birth certificates,

• marr iage cer tificates, and

• naturalization certificates.



You will also need to prove what your name is and show any changes to your name, so include your birth certificate, mar-

riage certificate, or decree of divorce with your application

Federal Identification Documents and Replacement Information

U.S. Passpor t (valid or expired)

Application for Citizenship

Application for Naturalization

Cer tificate of Naturalization or Citizenship Replacement

Permanent Resident Card; Alien Registration Receipt Card w/photo

Temporar y Residency Card

http://travel.state.gov/passport/lost/lost_848.html
http://bit.ly/sTY3A
http://bit.ly/RMn4U
http://bit.ly/5LnOJG
http://bit.ly/Ez9B2
http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis/menuitem.5af9bb95919f35e66f614176543f6d1a/?vgnextoid=a4e45f56ff55d010VgnVCM10000048f3d6a1RCRD
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