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Can Your U.S. Citizenship Be Revoked?

Although rare, it is possible for a naturalized U.S. citizen to have his or her citizenship stripped through a process called

"denaturalization." For mer citizens who are denaturalized are subject to removal (depor tation) from the United States.

Natural-bor n U.S. citizens may not have their citizenship revoked against their will, but may choose to renounce their citi-

zenship on their own.

This article covers the grounds for having one’s citizenship revoked, the basics of the denaturalization process, and

defenses to denaturalization.

Grounds for Denaturalization

1. Falsification or Concealment of Relevant Facts: You must be absolutely truthful when filling out paperwor k and

answering interview questions related to the naturalization application process. Even if the U.S. Citizenship and

Immigration Service (USCIS) fails to recognize any lies or ommissions at first, the agency may file a denaturalization

action against you after citizenship has been granted. Examples include failure to disclose criminal activities or lying

about one’s real name or identity.

2. Refusal to Testify Before Congress: You may not refuse to testify before a U.S. congressional committee whose

job it is to investigate your alleged involvement in subversive acts, such as those intended to harm U.S. officials or

over throw the U.S. gover nment. This requirement to testify in order to maintain citizenship status expires after 10

years.

3. Membership in Subversive Groups: Your citizenship may be rev oked if the U.S. gover nment can prove that you

joined a subversive organization within five years of becoming a naturalized citizen. Membership in such organiza-

tions is considered a violation of the oath of U.S. allegiance. Examples include the Nazi Par ty and Al Qaeda.

4. Dishonorable Military Discharge: Since you may become a naturalized U.S. citizen by vir tue of serving in the U.S.

militar y, your citizenship may be rev oked if you are dishonorably discharged before serving five years. Reasons for

dishonorable discharge, which must follow a general court-mar tial, include desertion and sexual assault.

The Denaturalization Process

Denaturalization, in which a naturalized citizen is stripped of his or her citizenship, is a process that occurs in federal court

(typically in the district court where the defendant last resided) and follows the standard rules of federal civil court cases.

As such, it is not an immigration case even though it affects immigration status.

Naturalized citizens found to be in violation of the terms of citizenship must leave the country. Children granted citizenship

based on their parent’s status may also lose their citizenship after that parent has been denaturalized.

As with any other civil case, the denaturalization process begins with a for mal complaint against the defendant, who may

respond to the complaint and defend himself or herself at trial (or hire an immigration attorney ). The defendant has 60

days to file an answer to the complaint, where he or she may claim the action is based on wrong infor mation or that the

statute of limitations has expired, for example.

The U.S. gover nment has a high bar for proving a defendant meets the criter ia for denaturalization (a heavier burden of

proof than most civil cases, but not as great a burden as criminal cases), according to the USCIS Adjudicator’s Field Man-

ual :

"Because citizenship is such a precious right, it cannot be taken away unless the government is able to meet a high bur-

den of proof... Accordingly, a case should only be referred for denaturalization where there is objective evidence to estab-

lish that the individual was not eligible for naturalization, or procured naturalization by willful concealment or material mis-

representation."

If your U.S. citizenship is revoked, you may be depor ted soon after the verdict is issued.

http://immigration.findlaw.com/citizenship/renunciation-of-u-s-citizenship.html
http://immigration.findlaw.com/citizenship/renunciation-of-u-s-citizenship.html
http://lawyers.findlaw.com/lawyer/practice/Immigration-&-Naturalization-Law
http://www.uscis.gov/ilink/docView/AFM/HTML/AFM/0-0-0-1/0-0-0-19078.html
http://www.uscis.gov/ilink/docView/AFM/HTML/AFM/0-0-0-1/0-0-0-19078.html


Appeals & Defenses

As with other types of court cases, individuals whose citizenship is revoked may appeal the decision if there is reason to

believe the lower cour t made legal errors. Also, those facing denaturalization are not considered to be "concealing" rele-

vant facts if there was no inquiry about them or if there is a lack of evidence pointing to an intentional concealment of rele-

vant facts.

For example, a naturalized citizen belonging to the Communist Par ty was asked if he belonged to any organization advo-

cating the overthrow of the U.S. gover nment, answering "no." Unless there is sufficient evidence that this person knew the

Communist Par ty engaged in such activities, he did not conceal any relevant facts. How ever, failure to mention an associ-

ation with Al Qaeda (or any other terrorist organization) is considered concealment of relevant infor mation.



Find a Consumer Protection 

Attorney Near You

Learn More: Tips to Help Protect Your Identity, Protect 

Yourself from Online Auction Fraud, Stolen Identity: 

What to Do

The FindLaw Guide to Online Fraud and Identity Theft

Follow us on

A Thomson Reuters Business

FINDLAW.COM EMPOWERS 

PEOPLE WITH TRUSTED,  

TIMELY AND INTELLIGENT  

LEGAL INFORMATION

BLOGS – FindLaw Blogs present timely news that has 

real-life implications, deliver important information 

and discuss law-related entertainment. 

FINDLAW ANSWERS – A vibrant, interactive online 

community where everyday people can ask legal 

questions and get real-time answers from legal  

professionals and others with similar experiences.

NEWS & NEWSLETTERS – Updated throughout the 

day and night and covering a wide range of legal 

topics, FindLaw.com’s News page presents current 

legal news, keeping people informed and educated.

FIND A LAWYER – An easy-to-search database 

of more than one million lawyers and law firms. It 

provides detailed information, enabling people to 

contact a qualified lawyer when they are ready.

DO-IT-YOURSELF FORMS & CONTRACTS – FindLaw.

com provides accurate legal documents for common 

legal matters. Choose from a library of easy-to-use, 

low-cost, accurate legal forms for everyday legal issues.

FINDLAW VIDEO – On FindLaw.com, you’ll find an 

online directory of more than 1,500 short videos 

dedicated exclusively to legal topics and attorney and  

law firm profiles.   

Connect With Us
FindLaw.com has an entire social media team 

dedicated to providing our users with as many 

options as possible to join, participate in, and learn 

from the FindLaw community. Some of the  social 

key channels are the following:

 

•	 FindLaw for Consumers on Facebook 

Making the law easy to access with interactive 

legal updates aimed at starting conversations, 

informing followers of their legal rights and 

providing a forum for questions and resources 

 

•	 @FindLawConsumer on Twitter 

Tweeting interesting, entertaining and  

informative legal news everyday 

Copyright © 2013 FindLaw, a Thomson Reuters business. All rights reserved. The information 

contained in this article is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.  

The use and distribution of this article is subject to the Creative Commons BY-NC-ND license, which 

can be viewed at  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. You must attribute the article by 

providing the title of the article, FindLaw copyright notice and link to the original work. You may not 

use the article for commercial purposes and you may not alter or transform this article in any way.

HAVE A LEGAL QUESTION?

NEED TO FIND AN AFFORDABLE, 

QUALIFIED ATTORNEY?

Protect yourself, your family or  

your business with a legal plan 

or form from LegalStreet

http://consumer.findlaw.com/online-scams/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalblogs.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://answers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalnews.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://lawyers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://forms.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://video.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalstreet.com?DCMP=LS-LPD-001

