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Medicare: An Overview

•

Purpose: Medicare was created to help older citizens and some disabled citizens pay their medical bills.

•

Entitlement: Medicare is an entitlement program that you paid for through Social Security contributions made by either

you or your spouse.

•

Administration: Medicare is a federal program. You can obtain infor mation about it at your local Social Security office.

•

Program: Medicare is divided into two par ts: Part A (hospital insurance) and Par t B (medical insurance).

•

Part A Eligibility: Most people age sixty-five or older are entitled to free Medicare coverage based on their wor k record or

that of their spouse. If you are sixty-five or older and do not qualify for free Medicare coverage, you can enroll in it and pay

a monthly fee for the coverage.

Note: If you enroll and pay for Par t A hospital insurance, you must also enroll and pay for Par t B medical insurance. There

will be an additional monthly fee for Par t B.

•

Part A Coverage: For a benefit period, also known as a "spell of illness," Medicare hospital insurance covers most of the

costs of a hospital stay as well as nursing facility and home health care costs that follow a hospital stay. The benefit period

begins the day an individual enters the hospital or skilled nursing facility and continues until the individual is out for sixty

consecutive days. If an individual is in and out of the hospital or nursing facility several times during a specific period but

has not been out for sixty consecutive days, all of the inpatient bills for that time will be considered part of the same benefit

per iod. Medicare Par t A hospital insurance contains a deductible. An individual must pay this deductible before Medicare

will pay anything. This deductible is increased every year on Januar y 1.

•

Part B Eligibility: Anyone age sixty-five or older who is a citizen of the United States or has been a lawful resident of the

United States for five consecutive years is eligible to enroll in Medicare Par t B medical insurance. There is a monthly pre-

mium for Medicare Par t B.

•

Part B Coverage: Medicare medical insurance covers basic medical services provided by doctors, clinics, and laborato-

ries. Nonetheless, when you add up your bill, you will note that Medicare pays, on average, for only half the total. More-

over, Medicare usually pays only about 80 percent of what it decides are the approved charges for medical services. You

are responsible for the remaining 20 percent. Learning what and what is not covered by Medicare medical insurance is

therefore ver y impor tant. An individual can get the most out of his/her benefits by fitting his/her medical treatments into

covered categories whenever possible.

Medicare Par t B pays for :

•

the services of a physician (surgery included) whether provided at a hospital, physician’s office, or in your home;



•

basic female tests including mammograms, pelvic exams, PAP smears, and bone density tests;

•

ser vices provided by nurses, surgical assistants, or cer tain technicians;

•

outpatient hospital treatment;

•

an ambulance, if the trip is required;

•

medicine and drugs administered at a hospital or physician’s office;

•

medical equipment and supplies;

•

cer tain types of oral surgery;

•

par t of the cost of outpatient speech and physical therapy;

•

cer tain limited services provided by podiatr ists and optometrists;

•

a limited amount of counseling and care by psychologists, social wor kers, and daycare personnel;

•

cer tain preventative cancer screening;

•

cer tain chiropractic services; and

•

cer tain home care services such as part-time skilled nursing care, physical therapy, and speech therapy.

•

Enrollment: You will be automatically enrolled in Medicare Par t A at age sixty-five if you are receiving Social Security,

Railroad Retirement, or disability benefits. Approximately three months prior to your sixty-fifth birthday, you will be sent an

Initial Enrollment Package that contains infor mation about Medicare. If you want Medicare Par t B, you must enroll in the

program and have the premiums for this coverage deducted from your Social Security check.



Find a Consumer Protection 

Attorney Near You

Learn More: Tips to Help Protect Your Identity, Protect 

Yourself from Online Auction Fraud, Stolen Identity: 

What to Do

The FindLaw Guide to Online Fraud and Identity Theft

Follow us on

A Thomson Reuters Business

FINDLAW.COM EMPOWERS 

PEOPLE WITH TRUSTED,  

TIMELY AND INTELLIGENT  

LEGAL INFORMATION

BLOGS – FindLaw Blogs present timely news that has 

real-life implications, deliver important information 

and discuss law-related entertainment. 

FINDLAW ANSWERS – A vibrant, interactive online 

community where everyday people can ask legal 

questions and get real-time answers from legal  

professionals and others with similar experiences.

NEWS & NEWSLETTERS – Updated throughout the 

day and night and covering a wide range of legal 

topics, FindLaw.com’s News page presents current 

legal news, keeping people informed and educated.

FIND A LAWYER – An easy-to-search database 

of more than one million lawyers and law firms. It 

provides detailed information, enabling people to 

contact a qualified lawyer when they are ready.

DO-IT-YOURSELF FORMS & CONTRACTS – FindLaw.

com provides accurate legal documents for common 

legal matters. Choose from a library of easy-to-use, 

low-cost, accurate legal forms for everyday legal issues.

FINDLAW VIDEO – On FindLaw.com, you’ll find an 

online directory of more than 1,500 short videos 

dedicated exclusively to legal topics and attorney and  

law firm profiles.   

Connect With Us
FindLaw.com has an entire social media team 

dedicated to providing our users with as many 

options as possible to join, participate in, and learn 

from the FindLaw community. Some of the  social 

key channels are the following:

 

•	 FindLaw for Consumers on Facebook 

Making the law easy to access with interactive 

legal updates aimed at starting conversations, 

informing followers of their legal rights and 

providing a forum for questions and resources 

 

•	 @FindLawConsumer on Twitter 

Tweeting interesting, entertaining and  

informative legal news everyday 

Copyright © 2013 FindLaw, a Thomson Reuters business. All rights reserved. The information 

contained in this article is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.  

The use and distribution of this article is subject to the Creative Commons BY-NC-ND license, which 

can be viewed at  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. You must attribute the article by 

providing the title of the article, FindLaw copyright notice and link to the original work. You may not 

use the article for commercial purposes and you may not alter or transform this article in any way.

HAVE A LEGAL QUESTION?

NEED TO FIND AN AFFORDABLE, 

QUALIFIED ATTORNEY?

Protect yourself, your family or  

your business with a legal plan 

or form from LegalStreet

http://consumer.findlaw.com/online-scams/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalblogs.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://answers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalnews.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://lawyers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://forms.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://video.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalstreet.com?DCMP=LS-LPD-001

