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Changing Your Name after Marriage

Many people are under the assumption that a woman must legally change her last name to her husband’s last name. This

is not the case. She is free to keep her own name, hyphenate her name with her husband’s name, take her husband’s

name, or come up with a completely different name. If the couple agrees, they can even adopt the woman’s last name. As

long as the name change is not done criminally or fraudulently, any of these options would constitute a legal name

change. Before considering changing your name after marriage, be sure you are happy with whatever name you choose.

Changing your name after marriage to your husband’s last name

Changing your name after marriage to your husband’s name is quite easy. All you have to do is begin using that name.

Use your new name in social settings, with family members, when you notify of a change of address, and to open new

accounts and memberships. You can also call different entities you have accounts with to change your name. Most places

are pretty amenable to this, but because of the threat of identity theft and fraud, many financial companies require docu-

mentation of your name.

Your marriage certificate should suffice, but if it doesn’t, ask to speak to a supervisor. You have the right to change your

name; be sure to remind them of that if they are difficult to wor k with. In addition to your financial institutions, be sure to

change your identification documents such as your social security card and driver’s license or state issued I.D. To change

your identification documents, you will have to present your marriage certificate. In the unfor tunate ev ent that you divorce,

you have the freedom to change your name back to your for mer name after the divorce.

Changing your name after marriage to something other than your husband’s name

Changing your name after marriage to something other than your husband’s name is, as mentioned, completely accept-

able. It sometimes requires more than just the marriage certificate, how ever. You will need to get a court order for your

name change. Each state is different about what they require, so be sure to check your own state’s laws on the topic.

Most states simply require you to file different for ms in court. State government websites have for ms online that you can

pr int and use. The questions on the for ms are ver y straightforward, and may include your old name, new name, social

secur ity number, reason for your name change, and a promise that you are not changing you name to commit fraud or to

escape debt or criminal liability. The same for ms are generally used to change your name back after divorce.

The most commonly required for ms include a petition to legally change your name, an order to show cause for legally

changing your name, and a decree to legally change your name. Once you have these for ms filled out, simply take them

along with your state’s required filing fees, to the court cler k and file them. In most cases, a judge or magistrate will review

your for ms and grant the name change. Some states require a more for mal adver tisement of the usage of your new name,

which is done simply by posting notice in the local newspaper. When changing your name after marriage, an engagement

announcement in the newspaper is usually sufficient to fulfill the for mal adver tisement of your new name.

Entities to notify of your legal name change include:

• Employers

• Schools

• Post office (via change of address for m)

• Depar tment of Motor Vehicles

• Social Security Administration

• Depar tment of Records or Vital Statistics (issuers of birth certificates)

• Banks and Other Financial Institutions

• Creditors and Debtors



• Telephone and Utility Companies

• State Taxing Author ity

• Insurance Agencies

• Registrar of Voters

• Passpor t Office

• Public Assistance (welfare) Office

• Veterans Administration
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