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Domestic Par tner Benefits

Domestic partnerships were created in the 1980s after a struggle for legal recognition of same-sex couples by gay rights

activists. The idea of domestic partnership has gained wider acceptance over time, and many states now offer the ability

to register as a domestic partnership.

Domestic partnerships strive to offer same-sex couples the rights and benefits of marriage, while side stepping the more

difficult cultural question of whether same-sex couples should be allowed to be marr ied. The benefits available to a

domestic partner are ver y similar to those available to a married spouse, but often differ in a few key areas.

What is a Domestic Par tnership

Domestic partnerships are designed to give each partner in the partnership the same benefits, economic and noneco-

nomic, as marr ied couples. Some states call domestic partnerships civil unions, but the overall design is similar. While

domestic partnerships were originally created in response to same-sex couples, some states allow opposite-sex couples

to register as domestic partners as well.

The benefits afforded to domestic partners differ greatly between states. The benefits granted to domestic partnerships to

make them comparable to married couples will often include:

• Health insurance

• Life insurance

• Death benefits

• Parental rights

• Sick and family leave

• Tax treatment

Issues in Creating Domestic Par tner Benefits

Several impor tant issues must be determined by the state, local or public entity that wishes to provide domestic partner-

ships including:

• Are there any qualifications for becoming a domestic partner?

• How does a domestic partnership end?

• Can opposite-sex couples register for domestic partnership if marriage is already available to them?

• Is there a set time that a couple must be together before they can register?

• Is there a set time that a couple must live together?

• Will the partners be financially responsible for each other?

• How do employers treat domestic partnerships?

• Does creating domestic partnerships violate any existing state laws or constitutional requirements?

Domestic Par tnerships and Marriage

Many people consider domestic partnerships to be the exact equivalent of marriage in terms of rights and benefits but this

is not the case. One of the primar y reasons for this is because marriage is defined on a state by state basis. Even if a

state affords domestic partnerships the exact same rights and benefits it grants to married couples in that state, a domes-

tic partnership still loses out on the many rights and benefits that a married couple can receive from the federal govern-

ment. Typical examples of this include federal tax treatment as well as eligibility for many federally run benefit programs.



Domestic Par tnerships and Your State

Keeping track of which states, municipalities, companies and organizations offer domestic partner benefits can be

extremely difficult. The state of such partnerships is far from established, and each year the type and nature of these rela-

tionships changes. For tunately, there are a number of websites that can help you determine the domestic partnership

benefits available to you where you live. These websites include the Lambda Defense and Education website ( www.lamb-

dalegal.org ), the Human Rights Campaign website ( www.hrc.org ) and the Alternatives to Marriage website (

www.unmarr ied.org ).

http://www.lambdalegal.org/
http://www.lambdalegal.org/
http://www.hrc.org/
http://www.unmarried.org/
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