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Divorce Mediation Lawyers and Divorce Mediation

The use of mediation in divorce cases has become an increasing trend. And the popularity of mediation has shifted the
role of attorneys from representing their clients in divorce proceedings to acting as divorce mediation lawyers to help
clients achieve mediation success. In the new role of divorce mediation lawyers---attor neys serve as a lawyer coaches,
legal consultants, and legal advisers in the mediation process.

What is Mediation?

Mediation, also called structured negotiation, is a private and infor mal alter native to settling disputes in court. In media-
tion, a neutral third party helps the parties reach an agreeable resolution. Unlike a judge or jury, the mediator may not
force the parties to accept a settlement; the job of the mediator is only to help the parties reach an agreement. Mediation
allows the parties to reach an agreement that is best for their situation rather than what the law dictates. There are some
rights, how ever, that the parties cannot give up.

Because the mediator wor ks directly with the parties, mediation is an effective way to resolve disputes that arise in divorce
settlements. It often takes several mediation sessions before the parties reach an agreement. Mediation typically occurs in
several stages: introduction, infor mation gather ing, pr ivate caucuses with the mediator, negotiation, and the final resolu-
tion.

How Can Divorce Mediation Lawyers Help in Divorce Mediation?

Although mediation does not require the parties to have any legal exper tise, complexities may still arise. It is best to con-
sult with a legal adviser before beginning mediation. Consultation is an effective way to gain an understanding of the legal
issues, evaluate options, and gather infor mation that can help the process move smoothly. In a mediated divorce, a legal
adviser can help in the following ways:

• Explain the rules and procedures of mediation

• Help select a mediator

• Prepare a client for mediation

• Answer questions that arise during mediation

• Offer solutions

• Analyze infor mation

• Advise a client whether to accept a proposed agreement

• Review a proposed agreement

• Prepare divorce papers after the parties reach an agreement

How to Select Qualified Divorce Mediation Lawyers

Most legal advisers are lawyers licensed to practice law in a par ticular state. Not every licensed lawyer, how ever, is quali-
fied to offer a client advice about divorce mediation. When choosing a lawyer, consider the following:

• The lawyer’s experience and understanding of mediation. A lawyer with mediation exper ience is more likely to
give advice that will help lead to an agreeable settlement. Experienced mediation lawyers understand that the solu-
tion provided by the law is not always the best resolution in a dispute.

• Whether the lawyer supports mediation. A lawyer with a hostile attitude toward mediation may give adversar ial
advice or even attempt to influence the client to stop mediation in favor a contested court case. For example,
because mediation is about compromise, advice that benefits one spouse but is a disadvantageous to the other



spouse may stifle negotiations.

• Whether the lawyer practices divorce law. Most exper ienced divorce lawyers are knowledgeable about mediation
and will likely have exper ience working as a consultant. In many states, lawyers can obtain certifications in specialty
areas. Consider hiring a lawyer with a certification in divorce or family law.

How to Locate a Legal Adviser

Referrals are the best way to locate a legal adviser. Oftentimes, mediators, financial advisers, and other advisers involved
in the divorce case can make recommendations. Local bar associations, librar ies, and legal directories can also provide
infor mation about legal advisers.

What Do Divorce Mediation Lawyers Charge?

Legal advisers charge by the hour and do not require a retainer. Depending on the location of the adviser, fees typically
range from $250 to $500. In some situations, the lawyer may consent to a negotiated fee arrangement. The lawyer, for
instance, may agree to reduce the fee for a low-income client or for a member of a prepaid legal plan.
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