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The Various Types of Child Custody

Ever yone has a general idea of what child custody is, but not everyone knows all the different types of child custody that

parents and guardians can have . This article will give you an overview of the var ious types of child custody.

Physical Custody

Physical custody is one of the most commonly known types of child custody. If a parent has been granted physical custody

of a child by a cour t or other ruling body, this means that the parent has the right to have the child live with him or her. In

some states, an award of joint physical custody is possible when a child will be staying with both the mother and the father

for significant periods of time.

In most situations, joint physical custody will only be awarded when the parents of the child plan on living relatively close

to each other. If the parents live too far apart, the strain on the child may play a role in awarding one parent or the other

sole physical custody.

Sole physical custody is the term used when a child lives primar ily with one parent while the other parent only has limited

visitation or custody rights. As an example, a mother could have sole physical custody where the child spends every day

living with her and only visits the father for a few hours at a time.

Legal Custody

If a parent has been awarded legal custody of a child, this means that the parent has the legal authority to make decisions

about the child’s education, health and upbringing. The parent with legal custody of a child will have the authority to

decide which school to send the child to, which religion the child will practice, and what sorts of medical care the child will

receive. Many states regularly award joint legal custody after a divorce. This means that parents will have to cooperate

and make joint decisions about their child’s upbr inging.

If one parent in a joint legal custody arrangement takes decision-making powers away from the other parent (perhaps by

making unilateral decisions about a child’s education), the other parent can go back to cour t to get a judge to enforce the

joint legal custody order. Although the judge will probably not punish the parent that violated the order or send them to jail,

it will probably cause a lot of embarrassment as well as introduce more stress into the already strained relationship (which

could cause harm to the child). In addition, legal fees may add up each time a lawyer is called to court.

If you feel that the other parent in the joint legal custody arrangement is making it hard or impossible to make decisions

simply to spite you, you are free to go back to cour t to attempt to get sole legal custody of your child. However, many

states and courts try to refrain from granting sole legal custody as they feel that having both parents looking out for the

interests of the child is preferable to just one.

Sole Custody

It is not unheard of for a judge to award sole legal or physical custody of a child to one parent. Sole physical custody is

often awarded in divorce proceedings when it can be shown that one parent is unfit to be a parent, often due to financial,

dr ug or alcohol problems. In addition, if one parent has taken to living with a new par tner, and that new par tner is deemed

unfit to care for the child, then sole physical custody may be awarded to the parent that is in the better position to care for

the child.

However, there has been a recent trend towards allowing joint legal custody even when sole physical custody is awarded

to one parent or the other. In addition, even if sole physical custody is awarded, there has a been a push to allowing more

lenient visitation rights for the parent that does not live with the child.

If you are involved in a messy divorce, it is ALW AYS best to keep in mind that a child is not a bargaining chip that can be

used to hurt your ex. Arguing for sole custody just for the sake of hur ting your ex is nev er wise and will most likely hurt



your child in the end.

Joint Custody

If the parents of a child do not live together but share the responsibilities of making decisions about the child or housing

the child, they are engaging in joint legal or physical custody of the child. Joint custody can be joint legal custody, joint

physical custody, or both joint legal and physical custody.

For couples that share joint physical custody, it is pretty common for them to share joint legal custody as well. However,

the opposite is not necessarily the case. Parents that share joint legal custody will not always share joint physical custody.

Joint Custody Arrang ements

When parents share joint physical custody of a child, they will often draw up a joint custody arrangement that they will

present to the judge to be ratified. This arrangement is based upon the parents’ wor k schedules, the child’s school sched-

ule as well as the needs of the child. For parents that live close together (meaning that getting to school for the child is not

a problem from either house), it is pretty common for parents to rotate weeks or months with the child. In addition, when

parents live a bit far ther apar t, it can be common to have a joint physical arrangement where the child will stay primar ily

with one parent, but split weekends and holidays between the two.

Lastly, some custody arrangements allow the child to remain in the family home while the parents move in and out accord-

ing to the custody arrangement. This is often called a "bird’s nest custody arrangement," and can be beneficial to young

children that attach their emotions to the family home.

Joint Custody Pros and Cons

It is often useful to consider the pros and cons of the many types of child custody arrangements. One of the main advan-

tages of joint custody for the children is that they get to remain in contact with both of their parents and continue their rela-

tionships on both sides. In addition, joint custody has the advantage of placing an equal load on both parents in terms of

the burdens of raising the child.

However, joint custody arrangements also have their disadvantages as well. For instance, the children subject to the

arrangement must be continually taken back and for th, and if either parent has any ill will towards the other, it may come

off with negative side effects on the children. Lastly, it can become expensive to keep two homes for a child.

If you do have a joint custody arrangement for your children, you should be sure to keep track of all the money you spend

on your child’s living needs. If your ex ever calls you to court to complain that he or she spends more money car ing for the

child than you do, you will have the documents you need to show just how much you spend caring for your child.
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