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Locating a Child Available for Adoption: Top 10 Ways

1. FRIENDS, RELATIVES, AND CO-WORKERS. Spread the news that you are planning on adopting a child to every-

one you talk to, and encourage them to do the same. Many adoption connections have been made through word-of-

mouth.

1. CHURCHES AND OTHER PLACES OF WORSHIP. Religious organizations often have ties to other organizations,

both domestic and international, that seek adoptive families for children in need.

1. ADVERTISE. Due to the shortage of infants available for adoption in the United States, some couples have taken

more creative approaches to locating a child, including adver tising in newspapers, in magazines, and even on bill-

boards.

1. INTERNET. The Internet has opened a whole new avenue to obtaining adoption infor mation. The Internet is a great

star ting point for learning about adoption and adoption resources, and it can also be used as a vehicle to connect

bir th parents and prospective adoptive parents. Care must be taken, however, to deter mine the reliability of the infor-

mation and its source.

1. ATTORNEYS. Lawyers who wor k in the area of adoption and family law in general are great sources of leads. Adop-

tion attorneys have established solid and far-reaching connections that can help you identify a child available for

adoption, or connect you with birth parents even before a child is born. Once a child or birth mother is located, your

attor ney can lead you through the maze of adoption paperwor k, file all necessary documents with the court, repre-

sent you in court, and do all in his or her power to ensure that your adoption is successful.

1. SURROGACY. Another option for locating a child to adopt is through a surrogacy arrangement. Surrogacy involves

contracting with another woman to carry a child to term, who then relinquishes custody of the child immediately after

it is born. In some instances the surrogate carries a child that was conceived with sperm from the prospective father,

in which case he is the legal father and only the prospective mother must adopt the child after it is born. In other

instances, the child carried and delivered by the surrogate is biologically related to neither the prospective father nor

mother, in which case both parents need to adopt the child in order for their relationships to be legally recognized.

1. BE A FOSTER PARENT. Being a foster parent can lead to a successful adoption, though not necessarily of the child

that you are foster parenting. Sadly, many foster parents for m deep bonds with their foster children and attempt to

adopt them, only to have them returned to their birth families or even adopted by other couples. In other instances,

however, foster parenting can lead to adoption of the foster child. At a ver y minimum, being a foster parent allows

you to play a significant role in a child’s life, wor k on your parenting skills in preparation for adoption, and acquaint

you with individuals who may be able to assist you in your quest to locate a child for adoption.

1. COUNTY/GOVERNMENT ORGANIZATIONS. Some local governmental units are responsible for facilitating adop-

tions within their geographic areas. Many children in the foster care system are waiting for adoptive families, and

your local governmental unit can help facilitate a match between such a child and your family. Some foster care pro-

grams even host social events at which children eligible for adoption and prospective adoptive parents can meet and

attempt to get to know each other.

1. DOCTORS. Your doctor and any others that you know are potentially good sources of adoption referrals. Obstetr i-

cians and family practitioners have frequent contact with unwed mothers, and they may know one that has decided

to place her child for adoption.

1. ADOPTION AGENCIES. Many bir th parents and prospective adoptive parents wor k with licensed adoption agencies.

These agencies sometimes match birth and adoptive parents. On other occasions, prospective adoptive parents put

their family infor mation into a book that is reviewed by bir th parents, who then select the family in which they wish

their child placed. Some adoption agencies can also facilitate international adoptions.



Find a Consumer Protection 

Attorney Near You

Learn More: Tips to Help Protect Your Identity, Protect 

Yourself from Online Auction Fraud, Stolen Identity: 

What to Do

The FindLaw Guide to Online Fraud and Identity Theft

Follow us on

A Thomson Reuters Business

FINDLAW.COM EMPOWERS 

PEOPLE WITH TRUSTED,  

TIMELY AND INTELLIGENT  

LEGAL INFORMATION

BLOGS – FindLaw Blogs present timely news that has 

real-life implications, deliver important information 

and discuss law-related entertainment. 

FINDLAW ANSWERS – A vibrant, interactive online 

community where everyday people can ask legal 

questions and get real-time answers from legal  

professionals and others with similar experiences.

NEWS & NEWSLETTERS – Updated throughout the 

day and night and covering a wide range of legal 

topics, FindLaw.com’s News page presents current 

legal news, keeping people informed and educated.

FIND A LAWYER – An easy-to-search database 

of more than one million lawyers and law firms. It 

provides detailed information, enabling people to 

contact a qualified lawyer when they are ready.

DO-IT-YOURSELF FORMS & CONTRACTS – FindLaw.

com provides accurate legal documents for common 

legal matters. Choose from a library of easy-to-use, 

low-cost, accurate legal forms for everyday legal issues.

FINDLAW VIDEO – On FindLaw.com, you’ll find an 

online directory of more than 1,500 short videos 

dedicated exclusively to legal topics and attorney and  

law firm profiles.   

Connect With Us
FindLaw.com has an entire social media team 

dedicated to providing our users with as many 

options as possible to join, participate in, and learn 

from the FindLaw community. Some of the  social 

key channels are the following:

 

•	 FindLaw for Consumers on Facebook 

Making the law easy to access with interactive 

legal updates aimed at starting conversations, 

informing followers of their legal rights and 

providing a forum for questions and resources 

 

•	 @FindLawConsumer on Twitter 

Tweeting interesting, entertaining and  

informative legal news everyday 

Copyright © 2013 FindLaw, a Thomson Reuters business. All rights reserved. The information 

contained in this article is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.  

The use and distribution of this article is subject to the Creative Commons BY-NC-ND license, which 

can be viewed at  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. You must attribute the article by 

providing the title of the article, FindLaw copyright notice and link to the original work. You may not 

use the article for commercial purposes and you may not alter or transform this article in any way.

HAVE A LEGAL QUESTION?

NEED TO FIND AN AFFORDABLE, 

QUALIFIED ATTORNEY?

Protect yourself, your family or  

your business with a legal plan 

or form from LegalStreet

http://consumer.findlaw.com/online-scams/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalblogs.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://answers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalnews.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://lawyers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://forms.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://video.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalstreet.com?DCMP=LS-LPD-001

