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FA Q about Open Adoptions

Here are the questions most frequently asked about open adoptions, that is an adoption where there is some contact

between the birth parents, the adoptive parents and sometimes the adopted child.

What are open adoptions?

Open adoptions are adoptions where this is some contact between the birth parents, the adoptive parents, and sometimes

the adoptive child. Open adoptions generally come about when the adoptive parents meet and get to know the birth par-

ents of the child. The adoption agreement generally allows for the child to spend most of the time with the adoptive par-

ents, but gives some right for the birth parents to visit and spend time with the child. Generally speaking, open adoptions

are for med when the birth parents and the adoptive parents agree that for ming a relationship is in the best interests of the

child.

Are there advantages of open adoptions?

Open adoptions have many advantages, such as reducing stress of both the adoptive and birth parents. For the adoptive

parents, they can get to know and trust the birth parents, and for the birth parents, they can regularly check on the child. In

addition, open adoptions are sometimes beneficial for the child who can grow up knowing more about his or her history

than having unanswered questions.

Are there disadvantages of open adoptions?

One of the main disadvantages of open adoption is for the birth parents that wish to remain in contact with their biological

child. If a relationship between a set of birth parents and adoptive parents sours after the adoption has taken place, the

adoptive parents may decide to eliminate any visits from the biological parents that were agreed upon beforehand. Even

though these visitation agreements normally find their way into the legal adoption papers, the biological parents have little

to no legal recourse to continue their visits to the child.

How can I get an open adoption?

There are generally two ways to get an open adoption. The first is to use an agency that has procedures set up for open

adoption. If you have found an adoption agency that allows open adoptions, be sure to read and inquire about their proce-

dures for open adoptions. How ever, there are many agencies that only allow closed or semi-open adoptions. Indeed,

many agencies prohibit the adoptive parents from knowing the identity of the birth parents, and also prohibit the birth par-

ents from finding out which family the child is going to.

The second way to get an open adoption is to opt to take par t in an independent adoption. However, setting up an inde-

pendent adoption can be expensive on the front end as you will have to adver tise when looking for birth parents that are

willing to enter into an open adoption. If you have found birth parents willing to enter into an open, independent adoption,

you should hire an attorney that can assist you with all the paperwor k and filings you will need to make in order to have

your adoption finalized.

One thing to keep in mind is that both the adoptive parents as well as the birth parents should enter into counseling before

deciding on an open adoption. Open adoption can have many emotional impacts on both families. It is impor tant to know

about the emotions that you may encounter with an open adoption that may not be present in a traditional closed or semi-

closed adoption. If you want your open adoption to succeed, counseling is a key step that you should take.
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