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Elder Law Basics

What Is Elder Law?

Elder law is a broad area of law that focuses on the legal needs of the elderly, the disabled, and their families. Elder needs

generally fall into three main categories: 1) estate planning and administration, 2) disability and long-term care planning,

and 3) guardianship, conser vatorship, and financial administration.

Elder law attor neys typically wor k on age-related matters, such as healthcare and retirement, and counsels clients about

planning for incapacity with alternative decision making methods. Elder law attor neys also assists elders in planning for

possible long-term care needs, including nursing home care, and locating the appropriate type of care.

While elder law includes a wide range of practice areas, it does not include every kind of legal case involving an older per-

son. For example, a person who has been injured in a car accident, whether an elder or not, would require the help of a

personal injury attor ney. Likewise, an older person who faces age discrimination on the job may seek out an employment

lawyer who specializes in age-discrimination cases.

Examples of issues that fall under the umbrella of elder law include:

• Health care law

• Mental health law

• Guardianship and conservatorship

• Probate

• Estate planning

• Wills

• Trusts

• Pow er of attor neys

• Advance directives

• Long-ter m care planning and placement

• Elder abuse and fraud recovery

• Social Security and disability claims

• Long-ter m health insurance

• Medicaid coverage and planning

• Medicare coverage and planning

• Nursing home selection

• Retirement planning and pensions

Elder Law as a Legal Specialty

According to National Academy of Elder Law Attor neys (NAELA), elder law is a legal specialty that requires attorneys to

demonstrate substantial involvement in Elder Law, including having practiced for at least five years and pass a rigorous

examination in order to become a Certified Elder Law Attor ney (CELA). Attorneys who practice elder law are also sensi-

tive to the emotional and physical needs of elder or disabled clients and their families.

Getting Help with an Elder Law Issue

An exper ience elder law attor ney can assist you or your loved one with matters related to aging, disability, or incapacity.

Whether you need help choosing the proper assisted-living facility, or need help understanding your estate planning and



long-ter m care needs, a skilled attorney will counsel you through each step in the process and provide a comprehensive

plan that will wor k for you and your loved ones. Use FindLaw?s Lawyer Directory to search for an elder law attor ney in

your area.
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