
#1 Free Legal Website
FindLaw.com is the leading and largest online resource for legal information. For basic legal issues 

to more complex ones, you’ll find thousands of helpful articles, a legal community to get answers to 

your specific questions, an attorney directory, blogs, news, DIY forms, and much more.

Public School

Public School

In an address to educators in 1948, the statesman Adlai Stevenson said, "The most American thing about America is the

free common school system." The concept of providing free public education to all children was born in Boston in 1635

with the establishment of a public institution that still exists today as the Boston Latin School. By the time of the American

Revolution, free public schools were quite common in the norther n colonies; in the South, schooling was done primar ily at

home until after the Civil War. By the end of the nineteenth century, public education was available to children across the

countr y. Then, as now, the quality of education var ied, sometimes dramatically, from region to region. Today, public school

curr icula are regulated by state and local governments.

Public schools are funded primar ily by state and local sources; the federal government historically has provided less than

10 percent of public education funding. Each school district has a board of education or similar administrative group to

oversee the schools’ perfor mance; each state has an education department that sets academic standards for the school

distr icts to follow.

The public school exper ience varies widely from district to district. A large city such as New Yor k or Los Angeles has to

address the education of hundreds of thousands of students with extraordinar ily diverse needs. A small rural school dis-

tr ict may have only a few hundred students who all come from a similar background. Affluent suburban communities with

more local funding may pay higher salaries to attract the best teachers; this makes for strong suburban school districts but

leaves poorer areas underserved. State governments do try to redress this imbalance (by giving more funds to poorer dis-

tr icts, for example) but often they meet with limited success.
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