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Exemption and Court Cases on Compulsory Education

Cour t Case Exemptions from Compulsory Attendance Laws

Exemptions Accepted by Some Courts

• A threat to the health, safety, or welfare of a student if the parents can show the threat is imminent.

• The child has reached the age of majority.

• The child becomes mentally or physically disabled. However, this ground is now used less frequently because of

special services for the disabled mandated by federal law.

• The parent objects to classes because the content violates their religious beliefs or practices.

• Either hazardous conditions are present between the child’s home and his designated public school or the distance

between the student’s home and the school exceeds a distance provided by statute.

Exemptions Rejected by Some Courts

• A parent’s belief a given teacher is incompetent or otherwise not qualified to teach.

• A parent’s belief the school is doing a poor job of educating his or her children.

• Objections to racial integration by the parents on religious grounds.Early United States Supreme Court Chal-
leng es

Meyer v. Nebraska (1923)

This decision struck down a state law prohibiting any instr uctor, either in a public or a private school, from teaching in a

language other than English. The Court took this action because of the arbitrar y interference from state officials of the

right of parents to provide education for their children as they saw fit. The statute was arbitrar y because it bore no relation-

ship to a legitimate state purpose and violated the part of the Due Process clause of the 14th Amendment to the Constitu-

tion that says no person may be depr ived of liberty without due process of law. In this case, the right of the parents to

employ a teacher to instruct their children in their native language fell under the right to determine how they were to be

educated.

Pierce v. Society of Sisters (1925)

In this case, the Court said an Oregon law was unconstitutional which made it mandatory for parents to send their children

to public school. As in Meyer, this law was unrelated to the legitimate state goal of educating children because it interfered

with the fundamental right of parents to exercise control over how their children were to be taught. Forcing parents to have

the educational options for their children limited to public schools infringed upon the above right and was an abuse of the

state’s police power to insure the health, safety, and morality of all localities in that jurisdiction. This standardization went

against the sentiment of the Court often quoted in the part of their opinion that declares a child is not the creature of the

state and that the responsibility for educating children should rest with the parents.

This decision is also important because it made clear that state governments had to permit private schools to operate. No

challenge has since been made on this point.

Farrington v. Tokushig e (1927)

The Hawaii legislature had passed a law str ictly regulating hours, textbooks, and curriculum of schools that taught in the

native language of the students. In str iking down this law, the Court was indicating that this amount of regulation of private

schools was unreasonable and that parents had the right to exercise control over how their children were educated without



restr ictions that were unrelated to any rational state goal.



Find a Consumer Protection 

Attorney Near You

Learn More: Tips to Help Protect Your Identity, Protect 

Yourself from Online Auction Fraud, Stolen Identity: 

What to Do

The FindLaw Guide to Online Fraud and Identity Theft

Follow us on

A Thomson Reuters Business

FINDLAW.COM EMPOWERS 

PEOPLE WITH TRUSTED,  

TIMELY AND INTELLIGENT  

LEGAL INFORMATION

BLOGS – FindLaw Blogs present timely news that has 

real-life implications, deliver important information 

and discuss law-related entertainment. 

FINDLAW ANSWERS – A vibrant, interactive online 

community where everyday people can ask legal 

questions and get real-time answers from legal  

professionals and others with similar experiences.

NEWS & NEWSLETTERS – Updated throughout the 

day and night and covering a wide range of legal 

topics, FindLaw.com’s News page presents current 

legal news, keeping people informed and educated.

FIND A LAWYER – An easy-to-search database 

of more than one million lawyers and law firms. It 

provides detailed information, enabling people to 

contact a qualified lawyer when they are ready.

DO-IT-YOURSELF FORMS & CONTRACTS – FindLaw.

com provides accurate legal documents for common 

legal matters. Choose from a library of easy-to-use, 

low-cost, accurate legal forms for everyday legal issues.

FINDLAW VIDEO – On FindLaw.com, you’ll find an 

online directory of more than 1,500 short videos 

dedicated exclusively to legal topics and attorney and  

law firm profiles.   

Connect With Us
FindLaw.com has an entire social media team 

dedicated to providing our users with as many 

options as possible to join, participate in, and learn 

from the FindLaw community. Some of the  social 

key channels are the following:

 

•	 FindLaw for Consumers on Facebook 

Making the law easy to access with interactive 

legal updates aimed at starting conversations, 

informing followers of their legal rights and 

providing a forum for questions and resources 

 

•	 @FindLawConsumer on Twitter 

Tweeting interesting, entertaining and  

informative legal news everyday 

Copyright © 2013 FindLaw, a Thomson Reuters business. All rights reserved. The information 

contained in this article is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.  

The use and distribution of this article is subject to the Creative Commons BY-NC-ND license, which 

can be viewed at  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. You must attribute the article by 

providing the title of the article, FindLaw copyright notice and link to the original work. You may not 

use the article for commercial purposes and you may not alter or transform this article in any way.

HAVE A LEGAL QUESTION?

NEED TO FIND AN AFFORDABLE, 

QUALIFIED ATTORNEY?

Protect yourself, your family or  

your business with a legal plan 

or form from LegalStreet

http://consumer.findlaw.com/online-scams/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalblogs.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://answers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalnews.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://lawyers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://forms.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://video.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalstreet.com?DCMP=LS-LPD-001

