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Types of Bilingual Education

Background

At the beginning of the twenty-first century there were some three million children in the United States who were classified

as Limited English Proficient (LEP). For much of the twentieth century these students would have been placed in so-called

"immersion programs," in which they would be taught solely in English until they understood it as well or better than their

native tongue. Beginning in the 1960s there was a gradual shift toward bilingual education, in which students can master

English while retaining their native-language skills.

Types of Bilingual Education

There is a difference between bilingual programs and English as a Second Language (ESL) programs, although bilingual

programs include an ESL component. Bilingual programs are designed to introduce students to English gradually by wor k-

ing with them in both English and their native tongue. The students are able to master English without losing proficiency in

the native language. In bilingual or dual language immersion, the class typically includes English speaking students and

LEP students who share the same native language. Instr uction is given in both English and the native language. In dev el-

opmental or late-exit programs, all students share the same language; instruction begins in that language but gradually

shifts to English as the students become more proficient.

Tr ansitional or early-exit programs are similar to developmental programs, except that the goal is mastery of English rather

than bilingualism. Students who become proficient in English are transferred to English-only classes.

Bilingualism education is not generally a goal in ESL programs. In sheltered English or structured immersion programs,

LEP students are taught in English (supplemented by gestures and other visual aids). The goal is acquisition of English.

Pull-out ESL programs include English-only instruction, but LEP participants are "pulled out" of the classroom for part of

the day for lessons in their native tongue.

Conflicting Philosophies

Bilingualism education in the United States is a complex cultural issue because of two conflicting philosophies. On the one

hand is the idea that the United States welcomes people from all societies, from all walks of life. Immigrants have long

seen the States as the "Land of Opportunity," in which individuals can rise to the top through hard wor k and determination.

They can build new identities for themselves, but they can also hold on to their past culture without fear of reprisal. At the

same time, the United States is also the great "melting pot" in which immigrants are expected to assimilate if they wish to

avail themselves of the many oppor tunities for freedom and success. Everyone who comes to the States, so they are told,

should want to become American.

Thus there are people who believe strongly that erasing an immigrant’s native tongue is erasing a key cultural element.

People are entitled to speak and use their native languages as they please; anything less goes against the freedom for

which the United States stands. Besides, having proficiency or fluency in more than one language is a decided advantage

in a wor ld that has become more interdependent.

There are other people who believe , equally strongly, that everyone who lives and wor ks in the United States should

speak, read, and write in English. Those who oppose bilingualism education programs for LEP students believe that allow-

ing children to learn in their native tongue puts them at a disadvantage in a country in which English is the common lan-

guage. A student whose instruction is in another language, they say, may nev er master English. This closes doors to

oppor tunities including higher education and choice of career.

There is no unifor m opinion even among immigrant parents of LEP children. Some parents want their children to be taught

in their native tongue as a means of preserving their culture. Others, wishing their children to have the same opportunities



as native speakers of English, want their children to be taught in English from the outset.

The one point on which everyone seems to agree is that LEP children deserve the best educational opportunities avail-

able, and any language program must be structured enough to give them a good foundation, while it remains flexible

enough to meet their var ied needs.



Find a Consumer Protection 

Attorney Near You

Learn More: Tips to Help Protect Your Identity, Protect 

Yourself from Online Auction Fraud, Stolen Identity: 

What to Do

The FindLaw Guide to Online Fraud and Identity Theft

Follow us on

A Thomson Reuters Business

FINDLAW.COM EMPOWERS 

PEOPLE WITH TRUSTED,  

TIMELY AND INTELLIGENT  

LEGAL INFORMATION

BLOGS – FindLaw Blogs present timely news that has 

real-life implications, deliver important information 

and discuss law-related entertainment. 

FINDLAW ANSWERS – A vibrant, interactive online 

community where everyday people can ask legal 

questions and get real-time answers from legal  

professionals and others with similar experiences.

NEWS & NEWSLETTERS – Updated throughout the 

day and night and covering a wide range of legal 

topics, FindLaw.com’s News page presents current 

legal news, keeping people informed and educated.

FIND A LAWYER – An easy-to-search database 

of more than one million lawyers and law firms. It 

provides detailed information, enabling people to 

contact a qualified lawyer when they are ready.

DO-IT-YOURSELF FORMS & CONTRACTS – FindLaw.

com provides accurate legal documents for common 

legal matters. Choose from a library of easy-to-use, 

low-cost, accurate legal forms for everyday legal issues.

FINDLAW VIDEO – On FindLaw.com, you’ll find an 

online directory of more than 1,500 short videos 

dedicated exclusively to legal topics and attorney and  

law firm profiles.   

Connect With Us
FindLaw.com has an entire social media team 

dedicated to providing our users with as many 

options as possible to join, participate in, and learn 

from the FindLaw community. Some of the  social 

key channels are the following:

 

•	 FindLaw for Consumers on Facebook 

Making the law easy to access with interactive 

legal updates aimed at starting conversations, 

informing followers of their legal rights and 

providing a forum for questions and resources 

 

•	 @FindLawConsumer on Twitter 

Tweeting interesting, entertaining and  

informative legal news everyday 

Copyright © 2013 FindLaw, a Thomson Reuters business. All rights reserved. The information 

contained in this article is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.  

The use and distribution of this article is subject to the Creative Commons BY-NC-ND license, which 

can be viewed at  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. You must attribute the article by 

providing the title of the article, FindLaw copyright notice and link to the original work. You may not 

use the article for commercial purposes and you may not alter or transform this article in any way.

HAVE A LEGAL QUESTION?

NEED TO FIND AN AFFORDABLE, 

QUALIFIED ATTORNEY?

Protect yourself, your family or  

your business with a legal plan 

or form from LegalStreet

http://consumer.findlaw.com/online-scams/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalblogs.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://answers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalnews.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://lawyers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://forms.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://video.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalstreet.com?DCMP=LS-LPD-001

