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Prison Litigation Reform Act

Section 1997e. Suits by prisoners

(a) Applicability of administrative remedies. No action shall be brought with respect to prison conditions under section

1983 of this title, or any other Federal law, by a prisoner confined in any jail, prison, or other correctional facility until such

administrative remedies as are available are exhausted.

(b) Failure of State to adopt or adhere to administrative grievance procedure . The failure of a State to adopt or

adhere to an administrative griev ance procedure shall not constitute the basis for an action under section 1997a or 1997c

of this title.

(c) Dismissal.
(1) The court shall on its own motion or on the motion of a party dismiss any action brought with respect to prison condi-

tions under section 1983 of this title, or any other Federal law, by a prisoner confined in any jail, prison, or other correc-

tional facility if the court is satisfied that the action is frivolous, malicious, fails to state a claim upon which relief can be

granted, or seeks monetary relief from a defendant who is immune from such relief.

(2) In the event that a claim is, on its face, frivolous, malicious, fails to state a claim upon which relief can be granted, or

seeks monetary relief from a defendant who is immune from such relief, the court may dismiss the underlying claim with-

out first requiring the exhaustion of administrative remedies.

(d) Attorney’s fees.
(1) In any action brought by a  prisoner who is confined to any jail, prison, or other correctional facility, in which attorney’s

fees are authorized under section 1988 (FOOTNOTE 1) of this title, such fees shall not be awarded, except to the extent

that - (FOOTNOTE 1) See References in Text note below.

(A) the fee was directly and reasonably incurred in proving an actual violation of the plaintiff’s rights protected by a statute

pursuant to which a fee may be awarded under section 1988 (FOOTNOTE 1) of this title; and

(B)(i) the amount of the fee is proportionately related to the court ordered relief for the violation; or

(ii) the fee was directly and reasonably incurred in enforcing the relief ordered for the violation.

(2) Whenever a monetar y judgment is awarded in an action described in paragraph (1), a portion of the judgment (not to

exceed 25 percent) shall be applied to satisfy the amount of attorney’s fees awarded against the defendant. If the award of

attor ney’s fees is not greater than 150 percent of the judgment, the excess shall be paid by the defendant.

(3) No award of attorney’s fees in an action described in paragraph (1) shall be based on an hourly rate greater than 150

percent of the hourly rate established under section 3006A of title 18 for payment of court-appointed counsel.

(4) Nothing in this subsection shall prohibit a prisoner from entering into an agreement to pay an attor ney’s fee in an

amount greater than the amount authorized under this subsection, if the fee is paid by the individual rather than by the

defendant pursuant to section 1988 (FOOTNOTE 1) of this title.

(e) Limitation on recover y. No Federal civil action may be brought by a prisoner confined in a jail, prison, or other correc-

tional facility, for mental or emotional injury suffered while in custody without a prior showing of physical injury.

(f) Hearings.
(1) To the extent practicable, in any action brought with respect to prison conditions in Federal court pursuant to section

1983 of this title, or any other Federal law, by a prisoner confined in any jail, prison, or other correctional facility, pretr ial

proceedings in which the prisoner’s par ticipation is required or permitted shall be conducted by telephone, video confer-

ence, or other telecommunications technology without removing the prisoner from the facility in which the prisoner is con-

fined.

(2) Subject to the agreement of the official of the Federal, State, or local unit of government with custody over the prisoner,

hear ings may be conducted at the facility in which the prisoner is confined. To the extent practicable, the court shall allow

counsel to participate by telephone, video conference, or other communications technology in any hear ing held at the

facility.

(g) Waiver of reply.



(1) Any defendant may waive the right to reply to any action brought by a prisoner confined in any jail, prison, or other cor-

rectional facility under section 1983 of this title or any other Federal law. Notwithstanding any other law or rule of proce-

dure, such waiver shall not constitute an admission of the allegations contained in the complaint. No relief shall be granted

to the plaintiff unless a reply has been filed.

(2) The court may require any defendant to reply to a complaint brought under this section if it finds that the plaintiff has a

reasonable opportunity to prevail on the merits.

(h) ’’Prisoner’’ defined. As used in this section, the term facility who is accused of, convicted of, sentenced for, or adjudi-

cated delinquent for, violations of criminal law or the terms and conditions of parole, probation, pretrial release, or diver-

sionar y program.



Find a Consumer Protection 

Attorney Near You

Learn More: Tips to Help Protect Your Identity, Protect 

Yourself from Online Auction Fraud, Stolen Identity: 

What to Do

The FindLaw Guide to Online Fraud and Identity Theft

Follow us on

A Thomson Reuters Business

FINDLAW.COM EMPOWERS 

PEOPLE WITH TRUSTED,  

TIMELY AND INTELLIGENT  

LEGAL INFORMATION

BLOGS – FindLaw Blogs present timely news that has 

real-life implications, deliver important information 

and discuss law-related entertainment. 

FINDLAW ANSWERS – A vibrant, interactive online 

community where everyday people can ask legal 

questions and get real-time answers from legal  

professionals and others with similar experiences.

NEWS & NEWSLETTERS – Updated throughout the 

day and night and covering a wide range of legal 

topics, FindLaw.com’s News page presents current 

legal news, keeping people informed and educated.

FIND A LAWYER – An easy-to-search database 

of more than one million lawyers and law firms. It 

provides detailed information, enabling people to 

contact a qualified lawyer when they are ready.

DO-IT-YOURSELF FORMS & CONTRACTS – FindLaw.

com provides accurate legal documents for common 

legal matters. Choose from a library of easy-to-use, 

low-cost, accurate legal forms for everyday legal issues.

FINDLAW VIDEO – On FindLaw.com, you’ll find an 

online directory of more than 1,500 short videos 

dedicated exclusively to legal topics and attorney and  

law firm profiles.   

Connect With Us
FindLaw.com has an entire social media team 

dedicated to providing our users with as many 

options as possible to join, participate in, and learn 

from the FindLaw community. Some of the  social 

key channels are the following:

 

•	 FindLaw for Consumers on Facebook 

Making the law easy to access with interactive 

legal updates aimed at starting conversations, 

informing followers of their legal rights and 

providing a forum for questions and resources 

 

•	 @FindLawConsumer on Twitter 

Tweeting interesting, entertaining and  

informative legal news everyday 

Copyright © 2013 FindLaw, a Thomson Reuters business. All rights reserved. The information 

contained in this article is for informational purposes only and does not constitute legal advice.  

The use and distribution of this article is subject to the Creative Commons BY-NC-ND license, which 

can be viewed at  http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/. You must attribute the article by 

providing the title of the article, FindLaw copyright notice and link to the original work. You may not 

use the article for commercial purposes and you may not alter or transform this article in any way.

HAVE A LEGAL QUESTION?

NEED TO FIND AN AFFORDABLE, 

QUALIFIED ATTORNEY?

Protect yourself, your family or  

your business with a legal plan 

or form from LegalStreet

http://consumer.findlaw.com/online-scams/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalblogs.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://answers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalnews.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://lawyers.findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://forms.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://video.findlaw.com/?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://www.facebook.com/FindLawConsumers?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
https://twitter.com/findlawconsumer?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/
http://findlaw.com?DCMP=CCX-MG-012
http://legalstreet.com?DCMP=LS-LPD-001

