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Restitution

Restitution involves a payment by the perpetrator of a crime to the victims of that crime. This payment is meant to make

the victims whole and restore them financially to the point they were at prior to the commission of the crime.

Restitution differs from a fine in that restitution is paid to the victims of a crime to compensate them for the injuries they

suffered that were directly related to the crime, whereas a fine is paid to the government strictly as a punitive measure.

While a government can be a victim of a crime for restitution purposes, a fine is not intended to compensate the govern-

ment for its injuries. Instead, a fine is meant only to punish an offender and deter future criminal behavior.

For example, if a jur y convicts a defendant of stealing government property, a judge could order the defendant to pay the

government restitution in the amount of the value of the piece of property. In addition, the judge could also fine the defen-

dant in order to punish and deter. The two payments are separate one is to compensate the government for its loss and

the other is to punish the perpetrator.

Judges typically order restitution as a condition of another sentence such as incarceration or probation, although it is pos-

sible to receive a sentence of restitution on its own.

States and the federal government have statutes that determine who can receive restitution and how judges can deter-

mine the amount that defendants will have to pay. For more infor mation on how restitution wor ks where you live, contact

an attorney in your local jurisdiction.
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