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How Are Criminal Charges Brought Against Someone?

Cr iminal tr ials make for great TV drama, but the beginning of the trial is often left off of the script. This article will give you

some infor mation on how charges are brought and what happens between the arrest and tr ial .

How to Bring Criminal Charges Method 1: The Information

The first way a criminal trial can start is through a document called the "infor mation." This document is written by the pros-

ecutor and is ver y similar to a complaint in a civil trial. In the infor mation, the prosecutor describes what happened in a

ser ies of statements, and then shows how the defendant’s actions are crimes. The substance of the infor mation can come

from police reports and other documents produced through police investigation , but it can also come from complaints

brought by citizens.

How to Bring Criminal Charges Method 2: Indictment

The second way a criminal trial can start is by indictment through a grand jury . A prosecutor will review evidence gath-

ered by the police and give that evidence to a jury. The jury will then decide if the defendants should go to trial. A prosecu-

tor might choose this method if she is not sure she will succeed in a criminal trial, and considers the grand jury proceed-

ings as a test trial.

How to Bring Criminal Charges Method 3: Citation

The third way to bring criminal charges is the easiest. A police officer may see someone committing a minor crime, such

as speeding, jaywalking, or littering, and write up a ticket, also known as a citation. Citations can only be used to charge

someone with an infraction , which are minor crimes generally not punishable by prison. The person who receives the

ticket has the opportunity to contest it, or can just pay a fine to end the criminal proceedings.

Take a look at FindLaw’s sections on Cr iminal Law and Cr iminal Procedure for more infor mation.

http://criminal.findlaw.com/criminal-procedure/arrest.html
http://criminal.findlaw.com/criminal-procedure/criminal-trial-overview.html
http://criminal.findlaw.com/criminal-law-basics/how-do-the-police-investigate-crimes.html
http://criminal.findlaw.com/criminal-law-basics/difference-between-grand-jury-and-trial-jury.html
http://criminal.findlaw.com/criminal-law-basics/infractions.html
http://criminal.findlaw.com/criminal-law-basics/
http://criminal.findlaw.com/criminal-procedure/
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