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Time Limits for Charges: State Criminal Statutes of Limitations

A statute of limitation is a law which forbids prosecutors from charging someone with a crime that was committed more
than a specified number of years ago. The general purpose of statutes of limitation is to make sure convictions occur only
upon evidence (physical or eyewitness) that has not deteriorated with time. After the period of the statute has run, the
cr iminal is essentially free.

Statutes of limitation generally require the criminal to remain in the state, gainfully employed and visible, seeming to
necessitate that the criminal remain "catchable." If the authorities fail to discover a criminal living in the open within a
specified amount of time, society has determined that at that point the criminal should be able to live free from the possi-
bility of prosecution. It appears that this notion is born out of a sense of mercy more than pragmatics: if the criminal is a
fugitive, out of the state in which the crime was committed or otherwise living in hiding, this tolls, or suspends, the statute.
(Once the criminal reenters the state the statute resumes running.) However, if the criminal were living an open, public,
so-called "refor med" life, after a reasonable period of time he is allowed to be free from capture.

Not all crimes are governed by statutes of limitation. Murder, for example, has none. Sex offenses with minors, crimes of
violence, kidnapping, arson, and forger y have no statutes of limitation in a number of states. In Arizona and Califor nia
cr imes involving public money or public records have no statutes of limitation. While in Colorado, treason has none.

Many states have adopted systems that classify felonies by categor y. Therefore, in order to effectively compare statutes of
limitation provisions, it is necessar y to determine which crimes in that state fit into particular classes. For example, Mis-
sour i lists murder or Class A felonies as crimes with no statutes of limitation. Each crime must then be looked up in that
state’s statutes to determine its classification.

State Code Section Felonies Misdemeanors Acts During Which
Statute Does Not
Run

ALABAMA 15-3-1 et seq. Arson, forger y, any
capital offense,
counterfeiting, use,
attempted use, or
threat of violence,
felony with serious
physical injury/death,
any sex offense with
one under 16, drug
trafficking: none;
other felonies: 3 yrs.;
conversion of state
or county revenue: 6
yrs.; unlawfully tak-
ing or using tempo-
rarily the property of
another : 30 days

12 mos. Prosecution com-
mences upon indict-
ment, issuing war-
rant or binding over
of defendant



ALASKA 12.10.010 et seq. Murder : none; 10
yrs. for certain vio-
lent felonies; felony
sexual abuse of a
minor : none; other
felonies: 5 yrs., any
offense that includes
fraud or breach of
fiduciar y obligation,
official misconduct in
public office: exten-
sion 1 year after dis-
covery offense, with
a maximum exten-
sion of 3 years.

5 yrs. If outside the state
hiding, maximum
extension 3 yrs when
a prosecution
against the accused
for the same conduct
is pending in this
state.

ARIZONA 13-107 Homicide, violent
sexual assault, mis-
use of public money,
falsifying public
records: none; other
felonies: 7 yrs.

1 yr.; petty offenses:
6 mos.

Absent from state or
no reasonably ascer-
tainable residence in
state; identity not
known

ARKANSAS 5-1-109 Murder : none; rape:
15 yrs.; Class Y and
A felonies: 6 yrs.;
Class B, C, D, or
unclassified felonies:
3 yrs.; if offense
involves fraud or
breach of fiduciary
duty: 1 yr.; felonious
conduct in public
office: 5 yrs. with
max. extension to 10
yrs.; if offense is
against minor and
limitation period has
not expired since vic-
tim turned 18, statu-
tor y per iod for
offense starts at age
of majority.

1 yr. Continually absent
from state or has no
reasonably ascer-
tainable home or
work within the state,
max. extension 3
yrs. when a prosecu-
tion against the
accused for the
same conduct is
pending in this state.

CALIFORNIA Pen. §§799 et seq. Murder, other
offenses punishable
by death or life
impr isonment,
embezzlement of
public funds: none;
offenses punishable
by 8 or more years in
pr ison: 6 yrs.;
offenses punishable
by impr isonment: 3
yrs.

1 yr.; misdemeanor
violation committed
on a minor under 14:
3 yrs.; sexual
exploitation by physi-
cian or therapist: 2
yrs.

Not in state, max.
extension 3 yrs.;
statutor y per iods do
not begin until
offense is or should
have been discov-
ered



COLORADO 16-5-401 Murder, attempt,
conspiracy, or solici-
tation to commit mur-
der, kidnapping,
attempt, conspiracy
or solicitation to
commit kidnapping,
treason, attempt,
conspiracy, or solici-
tation to commit trea-
son, any forger y
regardless of penalty
provided, attempt,
conspiracy or solici-
tation to commit any
forger y regardless of
penalty provided:
none; sexual assault,
aggravated incest,
trafficking in or sex-
ual exploitation of
children, soliciting for
child prostitution,
pander ing or pro-
curement of a child:
10 yrs.; other
felonies: 3 yrs.
(br ibery and abuse
of public office: 3 yr.
extension; sexual
offenses on children
under 15 yrs. of age:
7 yr. extension)

18 mos.; Class I and
II and traffic
offenses: 1 yr.; petty
offenses: 6 mos.; 3rd
degree sexual
assault: 5 yrs.

Absent from state: 5
yrs. maximum exten-
sion

CONNECTICUT 54-193 et seq. Murder or capital,
Class A felony:
none; if imprison-
ment is more than 1
yr.: 5 yrs.; any other :
1 yr.; sexual abuse,
exploitation, or
assault: 30 yrs. after
victim reaches
major ity or 5 yrs.
from date of notifica-
tion by victim, which-
ev er is ear lier (5 yrs.
max.); when DNA
available for sexual
assault offenses: 20
yrs. if DNA evidence
establishes the iden-
tity of the person
who committed the
offense and the vic-
tim notified police
within 5 yrs. of
offense

1 yr. Fleeing or residing
outside state



DELAWARE Tit. 11 §205(a), (b),
(h), (c), (e), (i)

Murder, attempt to
commit murder,
Class A felony,
attempt to commit
Class A felony:
none; others: 5 yrs.
unless forensic DNA
evidence, then 10
yrs.; any offense
which includes
forger y, fraud,
breach of fiduciary
duty, theft or misap-
plication of property,
misconduct in public
office: additional 3
yrs.; any sexual
offense where victim
was under 18 yrs. of
age

Class A: 3 yrs.; oth-
ers: 2 yrs.

Fleeing or hiding
from justice action
commenced

DISTRICT OF
COLUMBIA

23-113 1st or 2nd degree
murder : none; other
felonies in 1st and
2nd degree: 6 yrs.;
all other crimes: 3
yrs.; except if offense
included official mis-
conduct, fraud or
breach of fiduciary
tr ust: max. 9 yrs.
felony, 6 yrs. misde-
meanor

3 yrs. Fleeing or action
commenced



FLORIDA 775.15 Felony that resulted
in death: none; per-
jur y in official pro-
ceeding that relates
to prosecution of a
capitol felony: none;
Capital or life felony:
none; 1st degree
felony and 2nd
degree felony for
abuse or neglect of
aged or disabled
adult: 5 yrs.; others:
3 yrs.; other felony,
violation of securities
transaction: 5 yrs.;
violation of environ-
mental control: 5 yrs.
of date of discovery;
any offense which
fraud or breach of
fiduciar y obligation is
a mater ial element: 3
yrs.; misconduct in
public office: within 2
yrs. of leaving office
or any above limit,
whichever is greater ;
sexual offenses (bat-
ter y, assault, inter-
course under age
18): begins running
at age 16 or when
violation is reported,
whichever is ear lier.

Other 1st degree
misdemeanors: 2
yrs.; 2nd degree and
noncr iminal viola-
tions: 1 yr.

Continually absent
from state, no rea-
sonably ascertain-
able wor k or abode
in state: maximum
extension 3 yrs.



GEORGIA 17-3-1, 2, 2.1 Forcible rape: 15
yrs.; Murder: none;
cr imes punishable by
death or life impr is-
onment: 7 yrs.; oth-
ers: 4 yrs.; crimes
against victims under
14: 18 yrs.; for vic-
tims under 16 yrs. of
age of offenses such
as rape, sodomy,
incest, and child
molestation (occur-
ring after 7/1/92), the
statute will run upon
the victim turning 16
or when the violation
is reported, which-
ev er occurs earlier. If
DNA evidence
establishes identity
of accused in armed
robber y, kidnapping,
rape, aggravated
child molestation,
aggravated sodomy,
aggravated sexual
batter y: none

2 yrs. Nonresident; when
person or crime is
unknown

HAWAII 701-108 1st or 2nd degree
murder or 1st, 2nd
degree attempted
murder or criminal
solicitation to commit
murder : none; man-
slaughter where
death was not
caused by operating
a motor vehicle: 10
yrs.; Class A felony:
6 yrs.; others: 3 yrs.;
if fraud or breach of
fiduciar y obligation is
element: 2-6 yrs.
extension after dis-
covery; if based on
misconduct in public
office: 2-3 yrs. exten-
sion upon discovery

Misdemeanor or
par king violation: 2
yrs.; petty misde-
meanors: 1 yr.

Continuously absent
from state or no rea-
sonably ascertain-
able residence or
work within the state,
while prosecution is
pending: maximum
extension 4 yrs.;
prosecution pending



IDAHO 19-401, et seq. Murder, voluntar y
manslaughter, rape:
none; other felonies
and felonies commit-
ted upon or against a
minor child: 5 yrs.;
sexual abuse of or
lewd conduct with a
child under 16 yrs. of
age: 5 yrs. after the
child reaches the
age of 18; ritualized
abuse of child: 3 yrs.
after initial disclosure
by victim

1 yr. Absent from state



ILLINOIS 720 ILCS 5/3-5;
5/3-7

1st or 2nd degree
murder, attempt to
commit first degree
murder, criminal
solicitation to commit
murder, involuntar y
manslaughter, reck-
less homicide, trea-
son, arson, forger y:
none; others: 3 yrs.
Extended limitations
when: victim of theft
a minor or under
legal disability, then
dur ing minor ity or
legal disability or
within 1 yr. of ter mi-
nation; misconduct in
public office: within 1
yr. of discovery, max
3 yr. extension;
incestual sexual con-
duct or penetration
of a minor: 1 yr. after
victim turns 18; child
por nography, inde-
cent solicitation or
juvenile pimping of a
child, sexual abuse
of a minor: within 1
yr. of victim turning
18, 3 yr. minimum;
sexual conduct or
penetration in pro-
fessional of fiduciary
relationship: 1 yr.
after discovery by
victim; hazardous
waste violations: 5
yrs. after discovery;
cr iminal sexual
assault, aggravated
cr iminal sexual
assault, aggravated
cr iminal sexual
abuse: 10 yrs, or 2
yrs. if repor ted; cr im-
inal sexual assault,
aggravated criminal
sexual assault,
predator y cr iminal
sexual assault,
aggravated criminal
sexual abuse, or fail-
ure to report those
offenses under
Abused and
Neglected Child
Repor ting Act: 20
yrs. after victim turns
18; any offense
involving sexual con-
duct or penetration

18 mos. Nonresident prose-
cution pending



INDIANA 35-41-4-2 Murder, Class A
felony: none; others,
Class B, C, D felony,
forger y of an instru-
ment for payment: 5
yrs.; child molesting
(if person is at least
16 and victim is not
more than 2 yrs.
younger : 5 yrs.),
vicar ious sexual
gratification, child
solicitation or seduc-
tion, incest: when
alleged victim turns
31 yrs. of age; Class
B and C felony
extended 1 yr. after
DNA evidence
revealing identity of
offender discovered
or should have been
discovered

2 yrs. Nonresident, absent
state, conceals self
or evidence of crime;
prosecution is con-
sidered timely if
defendant pleads
guilty at any time

IOWA 802.1, et seq. 1st and 2nd degree
murder : none; oth-
ers: 3 yrs.; 1st, 2nd,
3rd degree sex
abuse committed on
or with a person
under 18: within 10
yrs. after victim turns
18; other 1st, 2nd,
3rd degree sex
abuse: 10 yrs; incest
with person under
18: within 10 yrs.
after victim turns 18;
sexual exploitation
by counselor or ther-
apist: 10 yrs., unless
victim under 18 yrs.,
then 10 yrs. after vic-
tim turns 18; fraud or
breach of fiduciary
duty: extension up to
3 yrs.

Ser ious misde-
meanor : 3 yrs.; sim-
ple misdemeanor or
violation of ordi-
nances: 1 yr.

Outside state or non-
resident



KANSAS 21-3106 Murder : none; if vic-
tim is the Kansas
public employees
retirement system:
10 yrs.; victim under
16, indecent liberties
with child, solicitation
of child, incest or
sexual exploitation of
child and all rape
and aggravated crim-
inal sodomy: 5 yrs.
or within 1 yr of DNA
evidence establish-
ing offender’s iden-
tity, whichever is
later ; others: 2 yrs;
arson: 5 yrs

2 yrs. Absent state or con-
cealed within state;
concealed crime

KENTUCKY 500.050 Felony: none 1 yr.

LOUISIANA Cr im. Proc. Art. 571
et seq., 572, 575

Cr imes with punish-
ment of death or life
impr isonment: none;
felony punishable by
hard labor: 6 yrs.;
felony not necessar-
ily punishable by
hard labor: 4 yrs.;
forcible rape, none;
forcible rape, sexual
batter y (aggravated),
car nal knowledge,
indecent behavior or
molestation of juve-
nile, crime against
nature involving vic-
tim under 17 yrs. of
age: 10 yrs. begin-
ning when victim
tur ns 18 yrs. old

Punishment of fine
or forfeiture: 6 mos.;
fine and/or prison: 2
yrs.

Av oiding detection,
fleeing, outside
state, absent resi-
dence in state; lacks
mental capacity to
proceed at trial

MAINE Tit. 17-A §8 Murder, 1st or 2nd
degree criminal
homicide, incest,
rape, or gross sexual
assault if victim is
under 16 yrs. of age:
none; Class A, B, C
cr ime: 6 yrs.; Class
D, E crime: 3 yrs.; if
breach of fiduciary
obligation: 1 yr.,
max. extension: 5
yrs.; official miscon-
duct: 2 yrs., max.
extension: 5 yrs.

Absent state or pros-
ecution pending in
state: maximum 5
yrs. extension



MARYLAND Cts. & Jud. Proc.
§§5-106, 107

Murder : none; man-
slaughter or homi-
cide by vehicle, wel-
fare or Medicare
fraud, tax-related
offense, sex discr imi-
nation in paying
wages, compensa-
tion in connection
with adoption, unau-
thor ized practice of
medicine: 3 yrs.;
cr iminal offense
under state election
laws, conflict of inter-
est laws, or criminal
misfeasance by offi-
cer of the state (or
conspiracy thereof):
2 yrs.; assault, libel,
or slander: 1 yr.

Misdemeanor pun-
ishable by impr ison-
ment: none; other
misdemeanors: 1 yr.;
vehicle violations of
unlawfully using a
dr iver’s license or
fraudulently using
false name when
applying for driver’s
license: 2 yrs.; Sab-
bath breaking,
dr unkenness, or sell-
ing alcoholic bever-
ages after hours or
to a minor in Alle-
gany County: 30
days

MASSACHUSETTS Ch. 277§63 Murder : none; rob-
ber y, intent to rob or
murder with danger-
ous weapon: 10 yrs;
rape, assault with
intent to rape, rape/
abuse/assault of
child: 15 yrs.; others:
6 yrs.; indecent
assault on child, on
mentally retarded
person, rape/abuse/
assault of child, kid-
napping of minor,
sexual offenses such
as drugging for sex,
enticing for marriage,
inducing minor into
prostitution, lewd
and lascivious
behavior or acts, dis-
semination of harm-
ful matter to minors,
exhibiting nudity, or
cr ime against nature:
when victim reaches
16 yrs. old or viola-
tion is reported,
whichever is ear lier

6 yrs. Tolled when defen-
dant is not usually
and publicly resident



MICHIGAN 767.24 Murder : none; kid-
napping, extor tion,
assault with intent or
conspiracy to mur-
der : 10 yrs.; others:
6 yrs.; if victim was
under age 18 for any
degree of sexual
conduct or assault
with intent to commit
sexual conduct or
any sexually abusive
activity or material to
minor : 10 yrs. or
when the victim
tur ns 21 yrs. old,
whichever is later ; if
DNA evidence
obtained: none until
offender identified,
then 10 yrs. after
identification or when
victim turns 21,
whichever is later.

6 yrs. Not resident, did not
usually and publicly
reside

MINNESOTA 628.26 Murder : none;
br ibery, medical
assistance fraud,
theft: 6 yrs. (if value
of property/ser vices
in theft is over
$35,000: 5 yrs.);
familial sexual
abuse, criminal sex-
ual conduct: 9 yrs. or
if victim under 18
yrs. of age, within 3
yrs. after ; if DNA evi-
dence collected and
capable of testing:
any time after
offense is reported;
arson, environmental
offenses: 5 yrs.; all
others: 3 yrs.

3 yrs. Not inhabitant of or
usually resident
within state



MISSISSIPPI 99-1-5 Murder, manslaugh-
ter, arson, burglar y,
forger y, counterfeit-
ing, robber y, larceny,
rape, embezzlement,
obtaining money
under false pre-
tenses of property:
none; felonious
abuse or battery of
child, sexual battery
of a child, exploita-
tion of children,
touching child for
lustful purposes: on
or before child’s 21st
bir thday; all others: 2
yrs.

2 yrs. Absent state, fleeing,
hiding

MISSOURI 556.036 Murder or Class A
felony: none; others:
3 yrs.; unlawful sex-
ual offenses involv-
ing person under 17
yrs. old: 10 yrs.; if
fraud or breach of
fiduciar y duty is
mater ial element of
offense: 1-3 yrs.
after discovery; offi-
cial misconduct: 2-3
yrs. after offense or
public employment

1 yr.; infractions: 6
mos.

Absent state, hiding:
maximum 3 yr.
extension; prosecu-
tion pending for
same conduct, lacks
mental fitness: maxi-
mum 3 yr. extension

MONTANA 45-1-205; 45-1-206 Deliberate, miti-
gated, or negligent
homicide: none; oth-
ers: 5 yrs.; sexual
assault, sexual inter-
course without con-
sent, indecent expo-
sure, deviate sexual
conduct, incest, sex-
ual or ritual abuse of
child if victim is
under 18 yrs. old at
time of offense:
within 5 yrs. of victim
tur ning 18 yrs. old;
theft involving
breach of fiduciary
obligation: within 1
yr. of discovery or if
involving a minor,
within 1 yr. of ter mi-
nation of minority;
unlawful use of com-
puter : within 1 yr. of
discovery of offense

1 yr.; misdemeanor
of fish, wildlife, or
outfitter activity laws:
within 3 yrs. after
offense committed

When offender is not
usually and publicly
resident of state, or
beyond jurisdiction of
state; prosecution
pending for same
conduct



NEBRASKA 29-110 Murder, treason,
arson, forger y: none;
others: 3 yrs.; if vic-
tim is less than 16
yrs. old at time of
offense, sexual
assault (1, 2, or 3
degree), kidnapping,
false imprisonment,
child abuse, pander-
ing, debauching a
minor : 7 yrs. from
offense or victim’s
16th birthday, which-
ev er is later

18 mos.; if fine less
than $100 or jail time
less than 3 mos.: 1
yr.

Fleeing justice

NEVADA 171.080 et seq. Murder : none; theft,
robber y, arson, bur-
glar y, forger y, sexual
assault: 4 yrs.; oth-
ers: 3 yrs.; sexual
abuse of a child: by
time victim reaches
21 yrs. old or 28 yrs.
old if "does not dis-
cover or reasonably
should not have dis-
covered" he was a
victim

Gross misdemeanor:
2 yrs.; others: 1 yr.

Prosecution com-
mences when indict-
ment is presented

NEW HAMPSHIRE 625:8 Murder : none; Class
A or B felony or
unemployment com-
pensation offense: 6
yrs.; offense of hunt-
ing game or fur-bear-
ing animals or viola-
tion of off highway
recreational vehicles:
3 yrs.; breach of fidu-
ciar y duty: within 1
yr. of offense; official
misconduct: within 2
yrs. of offense; sex-
ual assault and
related offenses
when victim is under
18 yrs. old: within 22
yrs. of victim’s 18th
bir thday

1 yr.; violations: 3
mos.

Absent state, no res-
idence or wor k in
state; prosecution
pending for same
conduct



NEW JERSEY 2C:1-6; Murder, manslaugh-
ter : none; official
misconduct, briber y
and related offenses:
7 yrs.; others: 5 yrs.;
if victim under 18,
prosecution must
begin within 5 yrs.
after victim attains
18 for sexual assault,
cr iminal sexual con-
tact and endanger-
ing welfare of chil-
dren

Petty offense or dis-
order ly persons
offense: 1 yr.

Fleeing justice; pros-
ecution pending for
same conduct

NEW MEXICO 30-1-8 et seq. Capital or 1st degree
felony: none; 2nd
degree: 6 yrs.; 3rd
and 4th degree: 5
yrs.; others: 3 yrs.;
child abuse, criminal
sexual penetration,
or criminal sexual
contact of minor:
until victim turns 18
yrs. old or the
offense is reported,
whichever occurs
first

2 yrs.; petty: 1 yr. Fleeing justice or not
usually or publicly
resident of state;
enumerated proce-
dural defects; when
DNA evidence is
available and sus-
pect has not been
identified for criminal
sexual penetration,
time period won’t run
until a DNA profile is
matched with a sus-
pect

NEW YORK Cr im. Proc. §30.10 Murder, Class A
felony: none; others:
5 yrs.; violation of
collection, treatment,
disposal of refuse
and solid waste: 4
yrs.; breach of fidu-
ciar y duty: within 1
yr. of discovery of
offense; official mis-
conduct: 5 yrs. of
offense

2 yrs.; petty
offenses: 1 yr.; tax
law misdemeanor : 3
yrs. (NY City adm.
code)

Absent state or
whereabouts
unknown: up to 5
yrs.

NORTH CAROLINA 15-1 None Malicious misde-
meanor : none; oth-
ers: 2 yrs.

NORTH DAKOTA 29-04-01 to 04 Murder : none; sexual
abuse of children: 7
yrs. or within 3 yrs.
of reporting of
offense; others: 3
yrs.; if victim is under
15 yrs. old, period of
limitation begins
when he turns 15
yrs. old

2 yrs. Absent state



OHIO 2901.13 Murder or
aggravated murder :
none; others: 6 yrs.;
fraud or breach of
fiduciar y duty: within
1 yr. of discovery of
offense; official mis-
conduct: within 2
yrs.; manslaughter,
kidnapping rape,
sexual battery,
unlawful sexual con-
duct with a minor,
compelling prostitu-
tion, arson, robber y,
burglar y, aggravated
riot, felonious or
aggravated assault
of a peace officer,
felonious assault, or
conspiracy or
attempt to commit
any of the above: 20
yrs.

2 yrs.; minor misde-
meanor : 6 mos.

Absent state or con-
ceals identity or
whereabouts or
undiscovered corpus
delicti; prosecution
pending for same
conduct

OKLAHOMA Tit. 22 §151-153 Murder : none;
br ibery, embezzle-
ment or misappropri-
ation of public
money or other
assets, falsification
of public records,
conspiracy to
defraud state or
other subdivision,
rape or forcible
sodomy; lewd or
indecent proposals
or acts against chil-
dren crimes involving
minors in pornog-
raphy, sodomy: 7
yrs.; (extended if
DNA evidence col-
lected and pre-
ser ved: within 3 yrs.
of identity establish-
ment of offender
through DNA test-
ing); criminal con-
spiracy, embezzle-
ment, criminal state
income tax viola-
tions: 5 yrs.; all oth-
ers: 3 yrs.

3 yrs. Absent state or not a
resident of the state



OREGON 131.125, 145, 155 Murder, manslaugh-
ter : none; sexual
felonies including
cr iminal mistreat-
ment sexual abuse in
1st and 2nd degree,
rape, sodomy, incest,
promoting or com-
pelling prostitution: 6
yrs. or if victim was
under 18 yrs. old at
time of offense, any-
time before victim
tur ns 24 yrs. old,
whichever occurs
first; others: 3 yrs.

Sexual misde-
meanors: sexual
abuse in the 3rd
degree or sending,
fur nishing, exhibiting
or displaying
obscene materials to
minors: 4 yrs. after
the offense is
repor ted or if victim
is under 18 yrs. old,
upon turning 22 yrs.
old, whichever
occurs first

Absent state, hides
within state, not resi-
dent of state; max.
extension 3 yrs.

PENNSYLVANIA Tit. 42 §5551-5554 Murder, manslaugh-
ter, voluntar y man-
slaughter, conspiracy
to murder, soliciting
to commit murder
and murder results,
felony connected
with 1st or 2nd
degree murder,
vehicular homicide:
none; major offenses
or conspiracy or
solicitation to commit
major offense: 5 yrs.;
others: 2 yrs.; fraud
or breach of fiduciary
duty: 3 yrs.; official
misconduct: 8 yrs.;
sexual offense com-
mitted against a
minor : per iod of limi-
tation starts when
minor reaches age
18; major sexual
offenses: 12 years

2 yrs.; summary
offenses: 30 days

Absent from state;
no ascertainable res-
idence or place of
work within state;
prosecution pending
for same conduct



RHODE ISLAND 12-12-17; 12-12-18 Treason against
state; homicide,
arson, burglar y,
counterfeiting,
forger y, robber y,
rape, sexual assault,
child molestation,
bigamy, manufactur-
ing, selling, distribut-
ing or possession of
controlled sub-
stance, or conspir-
acy to any of the
above: none; larce-
ny, embezzlement,
br ibery, extor tion,
racketeer ing,
antitr ust violation, or
conspiracy to any of
the above: 10 yrs.;
violations of refuse
or hazardous waste
disposal or water
pollution: 7 yrs.; oth-
ers: 3 yrs.

3 yrs. Stolen, lost,
destroyed infor ma-
tion: extends limita-
tion period one year

SOUTH CAROLINA No statute of limita-
tion for any criminal
prosecution

SOUTH DAKOTA 23A-42-1, et seq. Murder, Class A, B,
or 1 felony: none; all
other public
offenses: 7 yrs.

7 yrs. Absent state

TENNESSEE 40-2-101, et seq. Any crime punish-
able by death or life
impr isonment: none;
Class A felony: 15
yrs.; Class B felony:
8 yrs.; defrauding
state, evading or
defeating any tax,
fraudulent return: 6
yrs.; Class C or D
felony: 4 yrs.; Class
E felony: 2 yrs.; oth-
ers: 3 yrs.; offense
committed against a
child: 4 yrs. after
offense is commit-
ted, or when child
reaches majority,
whichever occurs
later ; arson: 8 yrs;

Gaming: 6 mos.; oth-
ers: 12 mos.

Concealing fact of
cr ime, absent state



TEXAS Cr im. Proc. §12.01;
12.02; 12.05

Murder, manslaugh-
ter, and certain sex-
ual assaults: none;
thefts involving fidu-
ciar ies or officials
forger y, sexual
assault, indecency
with a child: 10 yrs.;
misapplication of
fiduciar y proper ty: 7
yrs.; other theft, bur-
glar y, robber y, and
cer tain sexual
assaults: 5 yrs.;
arson: 7 yrs.; others:
3 yrs.

2 yrs. Absent state, pen-
dency of indictment,
infor mation com-
plaint

UTAH 76-1-301, 304 et

seq.

Capital felony, mur-
der, manslaughter,
none; other felony or
negligent homicide:
4 yrs.; fraud or
breach of fiduciary
obligation, official
misconduct: 3 yrs.
max.; rape, sodomy,
or sexual abuse of a
child: within 4 yrs. of
repor ting offense;
child abuse homi-
cide, aggravated kid-
napping, child kid-
napping: none; vio-
lent felony: none if
identity of perpetra-
tor unknown but
DNA evidence is col-
lected and would
identify the person at
a later date (does
not apply if statute of
limitations has run
as of May 5, 2003
without changes
filed), once identifi-
cation made, within
one year if statute of
limitations has run;
misuse of public
monies, falsification
or alteration of public
records, briber y: 2
yrs. after facts
repor ted to prosecu-
tor

2 yrs.; infractions: 1
yr.

Absent state



VERMONT Tit. 13 §§4501, et

seq.

Arson causing death,
kidnapping, murder,
aggravated sexual
assault: none; man-
slaughter : 6 yrs.,
arson: 11 yrs.; sex-
ual assault, lewd and
lascivious conduct,
sexual exploitation of
children, grand larce-
ny, robber y, burglar y,
embezzlement,
forger y, briber y, false
claims, fraud, felony
tax offenses: 6 yrs.;
sexual assault or
lewd and lascivious
conduct of child
under 16 yrs. old: 6
yrs. or when the vic-
tim turns 24 yrs. old,
whichever is ear lier;
others: 3 yrs.

3 yrs. Prosecution com-
mences when arrest
is made, citation
issued, indictment or
infor mation pre-
sented

VIRGINIA 19.2-8 Murder : none; cru-
elty to animals: 5 yrs.
(except for agricul-
tural animals: 1 yr.);
making false presen-
tation under VA
Unemployment
Compensation Act to
receive benefits,
attempt to evade or
failure to pay taxes,
violation of laws re:
discharge, dumping,
or emission of toxic
substance, violation
of rules of VA Real
Estate Board, illegal
sales of wild birds,
animals, or freshwa-
ter fish: 3 yrs.;
malfeasance in
office, Building Code
violations: 2 yrs.; vio-
lation of Campaign
Finance Disclosure
Act: within 1 yr. of
discovery, max. 3
yrs. after offense

Petit larceny: 5 yrs.;
attempt to produce
abor tion: 2 yrs.; oth-
ers: 1 yr.

Fleeing justice or
concealing self to
avoid arrest



WASHINGTON 9A.04.080 Murder, arson caus-
ing death: none;
homicide by abuse,
vehicular homicide,
vehicular assault
causing death, hit-
and-r un injur y/acci-
dent causing death:
none; public official
misconduct, arson:
10 yrs.; rape if
repor ted 1 yr. of
commission: 10 yrs.,
or if victim is under
14 yrs. old, 3 yrs.
after victim turns 18,
whichever is later ;
rape if not reported
within 1 yr.: 3 yrs. or
if victim is under 14
yrs. old, 3 yrs. after
victim turns 18 yrs.
old, but not more
than 7 yrs. after
rape; child molesta-
tion, indecent liber-
ties, incest: if victim
is under 14 yrs. old,
3 yrs. after victim
tur ns 18 yrs. old, but
not more than 7 yrs.
of offense; leading
organized crime or
cr iminal profiteer ing:
6 yrs.; Class C
felony: 5 yrs.; bigamy
and all other
felonies: 3 yrs.

Gross misde-
meanors: 2 yrs.;
other offenses: 1 yr.

Not publicly a resi-
dent

WEST VIRGINIA 61-11-9 None Petty larceny or per-
jur y: 3 yrs.; others: 1
yr.

Stolen, lost,
destroyed indictment



WISCONSIN 939.74 Homicide: none; 1st
degree intentional or
reckless homicide,
murder : none; inten-
tional causing of
bodily harm, reck-
lessly causes bodily
har m, failing to pre-
vent bodily harm,
mental harm, entice-
ment causing bodily
or mental harm, or
giving or selling a
controlled substance
to a child: before
child turns 26; oth-
ers: 6 yrs.; sexual
assault, physical
abuse causing, sex-
ual exploitation,
incest, enticement
of, or solicitation for
prostitution of a
child: before victim
tur ns 31 yrs. old; if
DNA evidence col-
lected and can iden-
tify offender, within 1
year of identification
if collected before
time limitation
expired

Misdemeanors or
adulter y: 3 yrs.

Not publicly resident;
if victim is unable to
seek issuance of a
complaint, that time
per iod excluded due
to threats, etc.; pros-
ecution pending for
same act

WYOMING No statute of limita-
tion for any criminal
prosecution
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