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Where Do Civil Rights Come From?

Most laws prohibiting discrimination, and many legal definitions of "discriminator y" acts, originated at the federal level

through either:

• Federal legislation, such as the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1992. Other fed-

eral acts (supplemented by cour t decisions) prohibit discrimination in voting rights, housing, extension of credit, pub-

lic education, and access to public facilities.

OR

• Federal court decisions, such as the U.S. Supreme Court case Brown v. Board of Education, which was the impe-

tus for nationwide racial desegregation of public schools. Other Supreme Court cases have shaped the definition of

civil rights violations like sexual harassment, and the legality of anti-discrimination remedies such as affirmative

action programs.

Today, most states have civil rights laws of their own which mirror those at the federal level. For example, in the state of

Te xas, Title 2 Chapter 21 of the Labor Code prohibits employment discrimination. Many of the mandates in this Texas law

are based on Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the federal law making employment discrimination unlawful.

Municipalities within states (such as cities, counties, and towns) can create their own civil rights laws or ordinances, which

may or may not resemble the laws of the state itself. For example, a city may pass legislation requiring domestic partner

benefits for city employees and their same-sex par tners, even though no such law exists at the state level.
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BLOGS – FindLaw Blogs present timely news that has 

real-life implications, deliver important information 

and discuss law-related entertainment. 

FINDLAW ANSWERS – A vibrant, interactive online 

community where everyday people can ask legal 

questions and get real-time answers from legal  

professionals and others with similar experiences.

NEWS & NEWSLETTERS – Updated throughout the 

day and night and covering a wide range of legal 

topics, FindLaw.com’s News page presents current 

legal news, keeping people informed and educated.

FIND A LAWYER – An easy-to-search database 

of more than one million lawyers and law firms. It 

provides detailed information, enabling people to 

contact a qualified lawyer when they are ready.

DO-IT-YOURSELF FORMS & CONTRACTS – FindLaw.

com provides accurate legal documents for common 

legal matters. Choose from a library of easy-to-use, 

low-cost, accurate legal forms for everyday legal issues.

FINDLAW VIDEO – On FindLaw.com, you’ll find an 

online directory of more than 1,500 short videos 

dedicated exclusively to legal topics and attorney and  

law firm profiles.   

Connect With Us
FindLaw.com has an entire social media team 

dedicated to providing our users with as many 

options as possible to join, participate in, and learn 

from the FindLaw community. Some of the  social 

key channels are the following:

 

•	 FindLaw for Consumers on Facebook 

Making the law easy to access with interactive 

legal updates aimed at starting conversations, 

informing followers of their legal rights and 

providing a forum for questions and resources 

 

•	 @FindLawConsumer on Twitter 

Tweeting interesting, entertaining and  

informative legal news everyday 
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